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 WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
New Season: Beginning October 5th, 7:30 – 8:30pm

Location: Harlan Hall

Wednesday Night Live is part of the formal adult teaching ministry at Westminster.  Our goal is to offer established Christians and new Christians opportunities for spiritual development that the church might reasonably be expected to offer – biblical study, courses in Christian theology, and opportunities to develop spiritual practices such as prayer, discernment, faith development or spiritual growth.

This year, we will be modifying our format.  In addition to offering the content mentioned above, we will add a “devotional element” to the one hour meeting.  Our meetings begin at 7:30pm with an informal “devotional” element – 10 minutes for singing simple contemporary Christian songs, and some ancient songs too (from the modern day Taize Christian community in France). Even if you can’t sing (singing is optional), the melodies will inspire and be a source of strength through the week.

Following the devotional component will be a 10 minute period of intercessory prayer.  When you arrive, you will have the opportunity to anonymously jot down a concern on a slip of paper for someone or something dear to you, place it in a box, and then, during the prayer part of the evening a designated person from the group will read the concern.  The whole group will then pray for each particular concern.

After praise and prayer, we will have 40 minutes of teaching and close the evening at 8:30pm.  

I’m very excited about our new format and hope that it will help to meet the need for spiritual growth and formation in our congregation.  Please consider attending a meeting this fall and making Wednesday nights an opportunity to grow in your faith.

Pastor Joe

SMALL GROUPS

God is calling us…God is calling YOU!  Over the past several years, the Lord has led us into new ministries beginning with the Preschool and followed by the PAR Garden.  Stepping out in faith, the Session chose to follow God’s call for His church.  As a result, we have reached out into the Community by providing a Nature Preschool that has provided a loving and inviting place for children.  Additionally, we planted a PAR Garden that has produced over 1000 pounds of food for the needy.  

In the upcoming weeks, you will receive a call inviting you to attend a small group gathering sponsored by the Stewardship Committee.  In a relaxed, informal atmosphere, we hope to encourage dialogue, spark interest and receive feedback on the strengths of our ministry, new directions for the future, as well as discuss our financial goals.  Our plan is to invite all members of the congregation to attend one of these meetings.  It is our prayer that everyone will support Westminster by attending.

Our theme is “Joyful Giving” and we plan to identify and share the joys of giving to God’s Kingdom.  Each and every one of us has been given special gifts by God to further the work of His Kingdom and when we use them for His purpose and glory, we are filled with a peace and joy that is absolutely amazing!

We have scheduled these meetings at a variety of times and places to accommodate everyone (if there is a particular date and time that suits you best, please let Bob Vogt [732-671-9330 or V0737@aol.com] know and he will schedule you.  To ensure that these meetings are informative and relaxed, we are limiting the meetings to about 15 attendees each, so please be sure and let Bob know your preference ASP):

	· Wednesday
	September 14
	7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	The Vogt’s

	· Sunday
	September 18

	11:00 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
	Harlan Hall

	· Wednesday
	September 21
	7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	TBA

	· Sunday
	September 25
	1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
	The Manse

	· Wednesday
	September 28
	7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	The Peyton’s

	· Sunday
	October 2
	1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
	The Manse

	· Sunday
	October 16
	11:00 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.
	Harlan Hall


YOU are invited!  Come celebrate all that the Lord is doing.  Come experience the joy of saying yes to God’s calling!  

YOUTH CLUB

Youth Club will have organizational mtg. on Sunday Sept. 25th. Due to some upcoming trips and some health issues we cannot meet in Sept. other than the meeting to see what we will do during the year. We will meet after church service in Harlan Hall. All are welcome ages 4-17.Parents please come also and volunteer! Anyone from the congregation is welcome to participate ie. Cook a meal, bake a dessert, help with crafts/games, come on trips. Please help keep Youth Club running. God Bless. Thank-you in advance. Marilyn Buhl 732-671-6293 if there are any questions

Women in the Word
Women in the Word will resume on Wednesday, September 21, 2011.  Our fall Bible Study is In the Beginning – Perspectives on Genesis.  This 9-week study includes Perspectives on…Creation…Sin—Adam and Eve…Sibling Rivalry—Cain and Abel...Promise—Abraham and Sarah…Outsider—Hager…Sacrifice—Abraham…Matriarchs—Rebekah, Leah, Rachel, and …Providence—Joseph.

All women are invited to join us as we begin this study.  We meet in Harlan Hall at 10:00 a.m. every Wednesday.   For more information or if you are planning to come, please let Sandy Boyce [732-495-4337 or SandyLBoyce@verizon.net ] know and she will be happy to order the book for you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UPDATE ON CHARTER MEMBER
Bill Wallace suffered a nasty fall on May 9th, which caused heard trauma and bleeding on the brain, in addition to a severe shoulder injury. Following a stay at Riverview Hospital, he was transferred to Meridian Rehabilitation and Nursing, 89 Ave. at the Commons, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702. After several weeks of rehab, it was determined that Bill could no longer live on his own, so he was transferred to the Nursing Home unit on the 3rd floor (Room 317) of Meridian. He is still adjusting to living dependently on others, but is doing better. He misses his friends at Westminster Presbyterian, as we do. Cards and well wishes can be sent to: Meridian Rehabilitation and Nursing, 89 Ave. at the Commons, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702.
Thank you for your prayers and thoughts.

Pat & Linda Wallace
SORRY?

UNO?
 DOMINOES?
MONOPOLY?
CHARADES?        HEARTS?     TROUBLE?   
COME JOIN US FOR 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT(
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 

6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

PLEASE JOIN US IN HARLAN HALL AND 
BRING YOUR FAVORITE GAMES 

COFFEE/JUICE AND DESSERTS WILL BE PROVIDED
PLEASE SEE THE SIGN UP SHEET IN THE NARTHEX, HARLAN HALL 

OR CONTACT ANY OF THE PERSONS BELOW:

ABBY APONTE (732) 618-9281/EMAIL – abaponte124@yahoo.com
LENITA GULLMAN (732) 539-3343/EMAIL – lgullman@healthinsight.com 

LARRY WILTBANK (732) 495-5516/EMAIL – wilt59@aol.com 
                   KIRKE MARSH (732) 533 5327/EMAIL – kmarsh@kwmpc.com
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Westminster Presbyterian Church, 94 Tindall Rd., Middletown, NJ  07748       Reverend Joseph Hein


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wpcmiddletown@verizon.net" ��wpcmiddletown@verizon.net�  (732)671-2585   
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A Note From Pastor Joseph:


PASTOR’S LETTER


SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 2011





My Westminster Family,





The hurricane left some of us wet and with property damage, but fortunately, no loss of life.  Some things will dry out and others will need to be replaced, but thanks be to God, we, and all the people we love, are alive and life will go on for us.





One of the many things I am grateful for is the approach of fall and the joy that comes with the return of Westminster’s young people to Sunday School.  Registration for Sunday School will be held on Sunday, September 11 at 10:00am in the Educational wing.  Our young people will gather with  their teachers and lay the foundation for the year ahead. 





Rally Day, and the special activities that mark the beginning of Sunday School, is scheduled for Sunday, September 18th.  Please mark the aforementioned dates on your calendar and invite a young family member or neighbor to become a  part of our growing Sunday School.





The Stewardship committee, chaired by Bob Vogt, is doing a masterful job with the 2011-2012 stewardship campaign.  During worship on September 25th, the Finance Committee will update the congregation on the progress of the Stewardship campaign.  While we have made great progress, we still have a ways to go to support the mission and ministry of our growing church.





Youth Club will hold an organizational meeting on Sunday, September 25.





Please look inside the pages of the Westminster Witness for exciting news about all the events coming up at Westminster this fall.





Pastor Joe















































Dear Friends,








The night Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, a small group of shepherds were quietly tending their flock of sheep in a nearby field.  Looking up at the stars, nothing seemed out of the ordinary.  But what was about to happen transformed not only the shepherds’ lives but billions of lives across the generations.





Suddenly, a bright light lit up the sky, and an angel from God appeared above them and began speaking to them.  The Bible gives us the original Christmas story:





An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 


and the glory of the Lord shone around them,


and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 


them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news


of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today


in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
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What’s New at Westminster





WELCOME BACK PIZZA NIGHT








Imagine belonging to a church that has no meetings, where you connect each week with your friends.  That is the idea behind the “Welcome Back Pizza Night.”  Pizza Night is an opportunity for us at Westminster to reconnect with our friends from church – and to make new friends too! - while having a relaxing time socializing – minus a meeting agenda!





Such an opportunity is coming to you on Tuesday, September 27th, 7:30PM at CIBO Pizza on Rte. 35S in Middletown.  CIBO has graciously offered to subtract 15% from the cost of each pizza we order (approximately $16.00 for a pizza) to offer this opportunity to Westminster and our friends.





The name CIBO stands for “coal infusion brick oven” which describes the kind of oven in which this delicious thin crust pizza is made.  Their large pizza’s are baked and take less than 3 minutes to cook, so your order will be out quickly.  This event is family friendly, so bring the kids - no babysitter will be needed.





A sign-up sheet to gauge the approximate number of folks who plan on being there will be in the Narthex near the Guest Register.
































 

























































































