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This year's trip will begin on Monday, July 11th and wrap-up on Friday, July 15th.  We will be "camping out" at the Presbyterian Church in Rumson - the home base where we sleep and eat our breakfast and dinners.  Adult participants from our congregation are not required to sleep over, but you may if you would like.  Julie Bair, Jill Scanlon, and Pastor Joe will be on-site as the adult chaperones for our high schoolers.

The first two days of the trip will be devoted to doing yard work and simple repairs for elderly members of our congregation i.e. mowing, trimming bushes etc...  For the next three days we will be involved in the day to day operations of Lunch Break - preparing and serving hot lunches to the disadvantaged, packing and distributing food, and working with clothing.  We will also help as needed, doing routine maintenance and clean-up at the Lunch Break facility.  

We are excited about the prospects for this year's trip, that is, doing work that is deeply rewarding, deepening our friendship with one another, and sharing Christ's love with others.  We invite and encourage you to spend a day or more helping to live out your faith in a new and exciting way.  
SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS AND LOCATION

Worship this summer will take place at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary.  We will not worship in Harlan Hall.  In an attempt to keep summer conditions more comfortable,  we will try to shorten the services to 45 minutes.  Please keep God at the center of your life this summer by attending church regularly.

Lessons from Abraham

By Elizabeth Kallop

[Note:  On May 8, 2011, Elizabeth Kallop preached a wonderful sermon to our congregation, highlighting what Westminster has meant to her and inviting each of us to share the joy of actively participating in the exciting ministry God is calling us to do.  Highlights from her sermon follow.]

My name is Elizabeth Kallop.  I first came to Westminster Presbyterian Church at the very tender age of 2.  Through participation in Sunday school, Youth group, Vacation Bible School, Mission trips, Crop Walks, choir, hand bells, and an occasional spaghetti dinner--I have been shepherded, mentored, encouraged, challenged, and loved, every minute of the past 24 years I have spent here.  Most especially, I have learned (through the amazing work of the people in this church body) the value of serving, serving others and serving God

I hope my words will motivate you to think and pray about how you, too, can give of yourselves—your time, your talents, your finances—to be an active part of this body.  

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians he talks about unity in the body.  He asks the question, if the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be or if the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  He goes on to say, “…in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”

How laden with truth are Paul’s words.  Each of us, each member of this church body, is just as important as the other.  Each is a contributing member to the body of Christ.  Without even one, the lack of fullness, of completeness, would be evident.

When you arrived this morning you were greeted at the door, perhaps you dropped off your child in the nursery or in a Sunday School class before entering the sanctuary where you were given a bulletin.  The prelude echoed throughout the sanctuary as you prepared your heart for worship.  During the service you heard about the latest missions and enjoyed the music of the choir.  Following worship, many of you will wander over to Harlan Hall to enjoy coffee and fellowship.  As you experience these, you are experiencing the body of Christ at work.  

Friends, being a steward, being responsible with that which has been entrusted to us by God, is at the very core of our being, at the very core of every Christian’s life.  Oswald Chambers, author of My Utmost for His Highest, wrote:

…our capacity in spiritual things is measured on the basis of the promises of God…When it is a question of God’s Almighty Spirit, never say, “I can’t.”  Never allow the limitation of your own natural ability to enter into the matter.  If we have received the Holy Spirit, God expects the work of the Holy Spirit to be exhibited in us.

To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with God is what He commands us to do.  It is a privilege for us to be called “His Children,” and even we are  not precisely sure HOW God will use us, He never ceases to amaze us!  Paul told this to the Ephesians in chapter 3: Simply put, God will do more than one can ask or imagine.

I always wanted to go to Africa to work with orphans who had AIDS, and initially announced this to my mom while still a teenager.  Having been nurtured in this church family for so long, I learned that one does not “merely listen to the word” but “does what it says.

Following graduation from NYU, I surprised my parents with the news that I would climb Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania’s beloved mountain and Africa’s highest peak, as part of an extreme fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. 

Hours before leaving Tanzania, my group and I visited Shalom Orphanage Centre.  For me, it was like experiencing the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah!  I did not know how God would orchestrate my working with the children at Shalom Orphanage, but as I prayed and tried to be quiet and still enough to listen, I felt like Samuel and Isaiah answering, “Here I am Lord, send me!”

While uncertain of my path, I sent out letters, notes and emails asking family and friends to partner with me in this exciting journey.  I will always be thankful for all those who have supported this ministry with words of encouragement, financial contributions and especially praying and interceding on my behalf.

Three years and four return trips to Tanzania later, sixteen children from Shalom Orphanage Centre are now enrolled in a sponsorship program I created as a result of hearing God’s calling to me on that first visit.  Each Autumn I spend about four months living in Tanzania developing this vital program that sends the children to a local English school.  Each day, as I am in the throes of playing Mama Eliza to sixteen children, Jesus reminds me of the great joy we experience through serving Him.  

The foundation of faith and obedience was laid down by the tireless efforts of this church family and has prepared me for the incredible journeys I’ve had so far.  While the Lord may not be calling you or yours to minister all over the world, remember that each journey is one of following Jesus—following Him to wherever He calls—hearing and listening to Him, and of course, being willing to go!

There are many opportunities to become involved in God’s work both within the walls of Westminster and beyond.  Everyone is gifted differently—some better at managing finances and budget building, others at offering encouragement and help, still others by teaching and motivating.  None of these is nobler than the other.  For a body needs all functioning parts to be complete…From serving as a deacon, elder or worship assistant, to hosting a coffee hour or providing items for the food pantry.

How many times have we heard Tamy Peyton share a Minute for Mission?  Do you feel called to participate in a Mission trip, talk to Tamy!

Week after week the choirs, youth and adult, make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  For more than two decades, my mom, Monica Kallop, taught the Youth Choir providing wonderful guidance for numerous students under her care.  Are you especially gifted with music, talk with Ralph DeCesare and share your gift with the congregation!

What about all the teachers involved with Christian Education?  We all know how hard these individuals work week after week to ensure that the youngest minds and hearts in our family are fed and nourished.  Imagine if these incredible people didn’t listen to God’s call to serve, what a loss we would experience!

I encourage you to pray about immersing yourself in this church body—keep in mind that the question is not, “Why should I?” but “How can I?”
[Note:  Liz’s sermon is posted on the website.  It is located under the Newsletter Tab, under the 2011 Issues section, heading Liz Kallop on Stewardship.  Use the following link to get there:

http://wpcmiddletown.org/Newsletter.htm]

Youth Club is over for the summer.  Participants seemed to have a great time together this year.  We enjoyed many games both indoors and outside; some interesting crafts; movies on a huge screen; guests with their specialties; a few trips; really wonderful meals.  Most of all we enjoyed the fellowship shared and the spiritual growth that helps mold all to be more like Christ.

A thank you goes to all who gave their time, energy and support with Youth Club participation.

I hope all will return in the fall and that more will join in the fun we have

See you in September. Have a safe, happy and healthy summer.

Marilyn Buhl

WPC PAR Garden Update

Lettuce bring you Peas!

Translation:  “Let us bring you peace”
The PAR Garden Committee, plot workers and volunteers are working hard this season, as always!  With an early start and a year of experience under our belts, we are ahead of last year.  Early planting of Lettuce, Peas, Radishes and other crops have allowed a harvest of over 55 pounds thus far!  That’s a lot of LETTUCE!
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This season, we are looking for HARVEST TEAM volunteers – Wednesdays & Saturdays seem to be the best days.  You do not have to be part of the committee, but can join in on a very important part of our work – Harvesting and transporting crops to Red Bank’s Soup Kitchen – “Lunch Break”.  No experience needed, just be willing to get a little dirty, put in a few hours and accept a lot of gratitude!

Please contact Julie Bair, Lenita Gullman, Bruce or Rosetta Forshee if you can help!  Or email us at wpcpargarden@gmail.com


[image: image3.jpg]



Our Mission:  The goal of the garden is to organically grow and harvest fresh produce to be supplied to community soup kitchens, food banks and needy groups and/or families.  Beyond the physical gains, the garden’s purpose aims to develop a stronger relationship between church communities, the neighborhood, garden workers and volunteers in the spirit of learning and teamwork.
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A letter from the Paddack Family





Dear Westminster Church, 





Thank you to all from our hearts for your love, support, and prayers.





- The Paddacks









































































































































































































































Over 5 types of lettuce were grown this season with more than 15 pounds taken in a single harvest!




















A Note From Pastor Joseph:


Friends,


Christians have now entered the season of "Ordinary Time." The name may be misleading. The term "ordinary" does not mean "usual or average." Ordinary means "not seasonal" i.e. Advent, Lent, Easter.  The readings during the season of Ordinary Time help to instruct us on how to live out our Christian faith in our daily lives.  It is a time for growth in faith.


There are many opportunities for growth in faith at Westminster this summer.  The annual High School Mission Trip is an opportunity for not only high school students, but also for adult Christians to practice our faith as we travel to Red Bank on Monday, July11th to Friday, July 15th to help community members in need at Lunch Break.  


This year's trip was planned in part to make it possible for more adults to experience the joy of helping the disadvantaged.  Please see Tamy Peyton, Julie Bair, or me if you can participate in part or all of the 2011 mission to Lunch Break.


Second, for the next two Sundays, I have challenged the congregation to take a break from the hold that technology has on our lives by observing a "Technological Sabbath." Once again, the idea of the Technological Sabbath is to refrain from using our cell phones, computers, and televisions on Sundays, from sun-up to sundown, and use the time gained from not using our technology to participate in activities that help us to grow in faith - Bible reading and prayer, enjoying family time or God's wonderful creation.  Our experiment began on Sunday, June 19th, and will conclude on Sunday, July 10th.  "Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy."


Another opportunity to "grow" in faith is happening right before our eyes when we drive into the church parking lot.  The 2011 PAR Garden to feed the hungry has already produced 35 pounds of fresh lettuce, and is bursting with new growth.  If gardening brings you joy, there are opportunities for you to help in this years effort to feed the hungry in our community.


Summer is meant to have some fun too!  If you like to play softball, regardless of your age, you are hereby invited to bring a glove and play in a pick-up game after church on July 17th and 31st, and August 14th.  Our brief softball season will conclude with a game or tournament against St. Mary's and New Monmouth Baptist Church at St. Mary's field on August 28th at 2:00pm.  Please join us.


Have a wonderful summer of growth in faith and I look forward to seeing you in church.





Pastor Joe












































Dear Friends,








The night Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, a small group of shepherds were quietly tending their flock of sheep in a nearby field.  Looking up at the stars, nothing seemed out of the ordinary.  But what was about to happen transformed not only the shepherds’ lives but billions of lives across the generations.





Suddenly, a bright light lit up the sky, and an angel from God appeared above them and began speaking to them.  The Bible gives us the original Christmas story:





An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 


and the glory of the Lord shone around them,


and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 


them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news


of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today


in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
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SUMMER EVENTS AT WESTMINSTER








SUMMER SOFTBALL FUN AND FELLOWSHIP








Many folks who attended the annual Church Picnic on June 12 commented on how much fun they had playing softball!  In light of the positive response we decided to schedule a few pick-up games in July and August, and see what happens.  





Pick-up games are tentatively scheduled for July 17th and 31st, and August 14th, immediately after church, on the front lawn of the church.  There is no age restriction for the games (families are encouraged to play) and everyone is invited to participate.  Just bring a glove and some comfortable clothing and we'll "play ball!" for a couple of hours right after church.  Food may or may not be served.





A second game, a co-ed game and fellowship event for adults age 30 and above, is tentatively scheduled for August 28th at St. Mary's Shore Regional Field on Cherry Tree Farm Road, beginning at 2:00pm.  Teams from St. Mary's RC church, New Monmouth Baptist Church, King of King's Lutheran, and Westminster will gather for fellowship and fun, as we build upon our common history of ecumenical co-operation and friendship in worship.  The intent of the games are to have fun together and to further build good will between our congregations.  Our congregation is encouraged to turn out for the games and root for your team, proudly wearing your Westminster tee-shirts.








MISSION TRIP








The location of the annual High School Mission trip to Lunch Break in Red Bank was influenced this year by two important considerations - budget and an interest in increasing adult participation.  Given that our congregation is laboring to meet the expenses of our growing ministry, it was expedient that we do Christ's work closer to home and save on the cost of transportation.





Second, it is the hope of the Mission Committee that by scheduling an event closer to home, more adults from Westminster will participate in the mission effort.  Those of us who have participated in mission events in the past have experienced the deep satisfaction and genuine joy of helping others less fortunate than ourselves.  We would like many more adult Christians in our congregation to discover the joy that we ourselves have experienced. 



































 




















A note from your Stewardship Committee…





Like Tyler, there are many members of Westminster who joyfully support the ministry of our church by sharing their gifts of time, talent and money.  Over the next several months we would like to share your stories in order to encourage others in their faith-giving journeys.  





If you sing in the choir, teach a class, serve on a committee or as a member of session or deacons…you have a story to share.  If you have worked on mission projects, led our children in youth activities, or been involved in the PAR garden…you have a story to tell.  Why is Westminster important to you?  





Okay, you have a story to share, but writing is not your thing.  Good news we will write it for you!  You can either talk to us about it or jot down ideas in bullet form and we will write it out for you.  Or you can tell your story to the congregation as a Minute of Sharing.





Please take a few minutes to pray about doing this.  What does Westminster mean to you?  Why are you involved in the life of the church?  What excites you about the work you do here?  Serving the Lord is a joyful experience, let us share the joy!


















































 … and over 10 pounds of peas were grown & harvested to feed the hungry!  




















