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PALM SUNDAY, April 17, 10:00am – The Sunday of the Passion is the first day in Holy Week.  We will re-present Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with a grand procession of palms and boisterous acclamations of faith, special music and sermon message, and responsive prayer on Christ’s passion.  The service will begin outdoors on the roadway separating Harlan Hall from the PAR Garden and move to the Sanctuary.

HOLY WEDNESDAY, April 20, 6:00pm – 8:30 – The congregation is invited to Harlan Hall to share a fellowship meal together at 6:00pm, and then to view Mel Gibson’s classic movie, ‘The Passion of the Christ,’ which depicts the last 12 hours of Christ’ life.  The movie will begin at 6:30pm.
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 21, 7:30pm – We will commemorate the profound event of the institution of the Lord’s Supper by celebrating the Lord’s Supper together, and honor the giving of the Lord’s new commandment to his disciples (love one another) in our readings, message, and song.  A fellowship dinner featuring light soup, bread, and dessert will precede the service at 6:30pm in Harlan Hall.

GOOD FRIDAY, April 22, 12:00pm –  The Good Friday service will move from 7:30pm to 12:00pm - closer to the actual time of Christ’s passion and death.  The Good Friday service will focus on the reading of the passion of Jesus, solemn prayers for the world, and a dramatic procession and adoration of the cross.  

HOLY SATURDAY - THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER, Saturday, April 23, 8:00pm, at St. Mary’s - Westminster members will meet in our parking lot at 7:30pm and carpool to St. Mary’s for this service which abounds in ancient imagery of darkness and light, death and life, chaos and order, slavery and freedom.  The Great Vigil is the first proclamation of the Easter message of salvation.

EASTER SUNDAY – Sunday, April 24, 10:00am – With the sight and smell of Easter lilies permeating our Sanctuary, our Easter Sunday celebration proclaims God’s victory and power over humanity’s greatest enemy – death.  We will sing songs of triumph boldly proclaiming Christ’s rising from the dead, share a joyous celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and hear a hope filled message of God’s victory.
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HOLY WEEK EVENTS AT WESTMINSTER


CHURCH
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02	8:00 a.m.	Men’s breakfast at Middletown Pancake House


	9:00 a.m.	Women’s Breakfast at Middletown Pancake House





03      	10:00 a.m.	Worship/Intercessory Prayer





05	7:30 p.m.	Deacons meet 





06	6:00 p.m.	“Dinner & A Movie” – The Last Crusade





07	4:00 p.m.	Instruction in the Lord’s Supper – Ages 7+


	5:00 p.m.	Youth Club/ Easter crafts and games





08	8:00 p.m.	“Annie” at Count Basie Theatre





09     	 11:00 a.m.	New Members Class


	5:00 p.m.	Celestial Ham Dinner





10      	10:00 a.m. 	Worship





12	7:30 p.m.	Committees meet





13	6:00 p.m.	“Dinner & A Movie”





14	4:00 p.m.	Instruction in the Lord’s Supper	


	5:00 p.m.	Youth Club/ Easter Party with egg decorating & 


			Egg hunt





15-17                     	High School Weekend Retreat





17      	10:00 a.m.	Palm Sunday Worship





19	7:30 p.m.	Session meets





20	6:00 p.m.	“Dinner & A Movie”





21	7:30 p.m.	Maundy Thursday Worship Service





22	12:00 p.m.	Good Friday Worship Service





23	8:00 p.m.	The Great Vigil of Easter Worship Service at St. Mary’s





24	10:00 a.m.	Easter Sunday Worship Service





30			PAR Garden Breakfast at Lunch Break, Red Bank
































DEACONS CORNER
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UPCOMING EVENTS


FOR APRIL











A Note From Pastor Joseph:


Dear Friends and Family,


Lent is well underway now and increasingly our attention is drawn to Holy Week and Easter.  What is Easter?


Easter is sort of like the morning – it seems to dawn slowly. You know how there are some people, and in the morning – you can ask them if they are awake, and they will answer – yes, I’m out of bed. Sometimes they won’t really be out of bed, except for that hand that has just turned off the alarm clock – and the real point – is that they are not really awake. 


The problem is that some people never really wake up to Easter at all, it doesn’t happen by noon – doesn’t happen by end of day – and soon weeks pass into months and months into years – and still they have never really woken to Easter. Why? Because their life is mostly focused on this world.


Waking up to Easter, is not just seeing what is here and now – as great as that is – but it is seeing something even greater, which lies ahead.  For in waking up to Easter, we begin living not just for this world – but also living to prepare the way for our Savior’s return.  We begin to see the urgency of going forth and letting the entire world know that Jesus is risen.  We go forth to wake the world from it's darkness for the light, which, is, Christ.  The light is dawning and our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 


Pastor Joe
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Dear Friends,








The night Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, a small group of shepherds were quietly tending their flock of sheep in a nearby field.  Looking up at the stars, nothing seemed out of the ordinary.  But what was about to happen transformed not only the shepherds’ lives but billions of lives across the generations.





Suddenly, a bright light lit up the sky, and an angel from God appeared above them and began speaking to them.  The Bible gives us the original Christmas story:





An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 


and the glory of the Lord shone around them,


and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 


them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news


of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today


in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is


























    



























































































































































April Items for Food Pantry


The Deacons will be providing baskets for needy families for Easter.  We are asking the congregation to donate any of the fixings of a traditional Easter dinner.  We would like to provide hams as a change from the turkeys we (you) supplied at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Other suggested items – yams, potatoes, canned vegetables, applesauce.  








'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' Matthew 25:40 NIV








How to Access Our Food Pantry


The food pantry in Harlan Hall is kept stocked through the generosity of and for the benefit of Westminster members and the community at large. Should an emergency arise and a member or someone from the community needs food, call either Karen at the church office or Pastor Joe at 732.671.2585 (your call will be kept in complete confidence). They will notify the Moderator of the Deacons, Lenita Gullman, and she will prepare the groceries, which may be picked up immediately in some cases or as early the next day by arrangement with either Pastor Joe or Lenita.








Spaghetti Dinner


The Deacons would like to thank the congregation for supporting our spaghetti dinner.  It was a rousing success with delicious food and fun fellowship!  And of course, a special thank you to John Pillarella, without whom we could not do it!





Blood Drive 


A blood drive has been scheduled for Thursday, May 5.  Save the date!  Details to follow.








Senior Citizens Dinner


Sunday, May 22.  Save the date!
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