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The missionary activity of Westminster Church—now, 53 years young—continues in the Middletown community through you and me.  In my mind’s eye, I see the faces of so many of you, laboring to make Christ’s love and transforming power present through our ministries.
I am so deeply moved, inspired, and thankful for your missionary work on behalf of Christ.  And, I continue to feel deeply grateful to be your pastor and a leader in our continuing mission to the people of our community of faith, Middletown, and beyond.

I will be thinking of you when I visit St. Paul’s burial place and feeling grateful for your partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Sincerely,

Pastor Joe

What’s New at Westminster

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

Westminster will host the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service this year on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:30 pm.  Our friends from the New Monmouth Baptist Church, King of Kings Lutheran Church and St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church will be attending.

Church Decoration

Everyone is invited to participate in decorating the church for Advent on Saturday, November 26 at 10 am.  Coffee and donuts will be provided.

Advent Adventures

Sunday, November 27—Something for you and your family
Harlan Hall 12:00-2:00 P.M.
Make a mix for a Birthday Cake for Jesus in a decorative jar.  Give as a gift or take home and bake with your family for Christmas.

Create your own decorative votive holders

Make ornaments for your tree or house

Decorate cookies the Martha Stewart way
New Members Class

Those interested in exploring membership at Westminster Church are invited to attend a new member’s class on Saturday, November 19, 11 am -12 pm.
Please indicate your interest to Pastor Joe.

Thank you from the Kallop’s

Dear Friends,

John and I greatly appreciate your prayers and support during his treatment.

Your cards, emails and especially your prayers sustain us during this uncertain time.

Monica Kallop

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
November 2, 7:30 – 8:30pm

Location: Harlan Hall

Wednesday Night Live is part of the formal adult teaching ministry at Westminster.  Our goal is to offer established Christians and new Christians opportunities for spiritual development that the church might reasonably be expected to offer – biblical study, courses in Christian theology, and opportunities to develop spiritual practices such as prayer, discernment, faith development or spiritual growth.

We begin a new series on Wednesday, November 2 - The Gospel of Mark, the oldest surviving account of the career of Jesus.  You will take away from this study a solid understanding of this powerful gospel, a handful of key verses, hopefully committed to memory, and a vivid picture of the apostle Mark.
Come and discover the powerful truth of this gospel.

Pastor Joe

Food Pantry
Items for November

Thanksgiving dinner - turkey, stuffing, gravy, potatoes, yams, cranberries

Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets

Please remember the pantry when you do your grocery shopping so we can stock up for the holidays.
'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40 NIV.
How to Access Our Food Pantry

The food pantry in Harlan Hall is kept stocked through the generosity of and for the benefit of Westminster members and the community at large. Should an emergency arise and a member or someone from the community needs food, call either Russ at the church office or Pastor Joe at 732.671.2585 (your call will be kept in complete confidence). They will notify the Moderator of the Deacons, who will prepare the groceries, which may be picked up immediately in some cases or as early the next day by arrangement with Pastor Joe.

Contact Information Update
Westminster is updating the contact list for the church directory.  I have received many filled out forms and thank you for doing so.  For those that have not filled out a form, please do so in the next couple of weeks to help keep Westminster current.  There are forms in the bulletin and on the table in the Narthex.  I am also including the form on the last page of the newsletter.  Please return to the church office and place in the basket provided.
Women in the Word

Women in the Word’s fall Bible Study will conclude in the next couple of weeks.  

Members and friend are invited to join us as we begin a new study.  We meet in Harlan Hall at 10:00 a.m. every Wednesday.

YOUTH CLUB

Youth Club will meet on Thursday, November 3, 5-7 pm in Harlan Hall. Children and young people ages 4-17 are invited to participate.  All are also invited to wear their Halloween costumes, if wanted.  We will play games outside and inside.

Please remember to bring a canned good to help the Deacon Pantry.

The next Youth Club will meet on November 17, and will be our Thanksgiving Feast.

Parents please come also and volunteer! Anyone from the congregation is welcome to participate ie. Cook a meal, bake a dessert, help with crafts/games, come on trips.  Please help keep Youth Club running. God Bless.

Thank-you in advance.

Marilyn Buhl

732-671-6293

Session Minutes

	Stated Session Minutes
	Westminster Presbyterian Church

	September 20, 2011
	(Hereafter referred to as WPC)

	
	Middletown, NJ 07748


The meeting was opened with a devotion led by Bruce Forshee, followed with prayer by the Rev. Joseph Hein at 7:30 p.m.

	Present:
	Sue Adams, Julie Bair, Sandy Boyce, Larry Buhl, Pat Brown, Gwen Ellithorpe, Joseph Hein, Bruce Forshee, Kirke Marsh, and Tamy Peyton


	Excused:
	Abby Aponte, Dwight Batson, Rick Holbert and John Pillarella


Strategic Planning

Presentation of Congregational Finances:

Discussion was held on how to handle the presentation at the end of Sunday’s Worship Service.  We are making strides in pledged giving for our bare bones budget.  Fixed expenses are above what was budgeted.  We are running a deficit of $6,000.

Yard Sale:

Bruce Forshee will moderate the September 25, 2011, meeting.  It was decided that the proceeds will go towards the General Fund.  
Clerk’s Report:

Upon Motion:
The minutes of the Stated Meeting of August 16, 2011, were approved.
Statistics: 

Baptism:
Olivia Michael Miller, daughter of Robert and LeAnn Batson Miller on August 21, 2011
Funeral:
Jorge Aponte on September 9, 2011

Weddings
Kerry Falzone and Eric Jacobson on September 27, 2011, at First Presbyterian Church, Red Bank.

	Membership
	
	199


	Celebration of Lord’s Supper
	September 4, 2011
	78

	Attendance at Worship
	August 21, 2011
	125

	
	August 28, 2011
	105

	
	September 4, 2011
	78

	
	September 11, 2011
	85

	
	September 18, 2011
	114


New  Business
Upon Motion:
Approved changing the date of the next Session Meeting from October 18, 2011, to October 11, 2011 in order to accommodate the pastor’s vacation.

Upon Motion:
It was agreed to allow outside engineers to bury poly tube at a cost of $150 for the garden’s water source line.

Committee Reports: 

Administration and Personnel
Upon Motion:
The Session approved the payment of the Administrative Assistant at $7.25/hour until such time as the amount he has been overpaid has been recouped.
· The Committee will seek to find a replacement for the Administrative Assistant as soon as possible. 
Christian Education:
· There is a desperate need for 2-3 Sunday School Teachers and/or helpers.
· The Health Fair will be run by Alison Nixon on October 9, 2011, during Coffee Hour.
· The CROP Walk will be held on October 16, 2011.  Heather Bell is the student in charge.
Finance:
No Report
Stewardship:
· Monthly articles have been prepared for the news letter.

· Plans have been finalized for holding small group meetings.

· Calls have been made inviting members to the meeting.

· A Stewardship handout, Joyful Giving has been prepared.

· The first small group meeting was held on September 14th with 11 members attending in addition to 4 committee members and the Pastor. 

Membership:
No Report  

Mission:
· 25 sets of cleaning and personal hygiene products were put together for COG.  Monies remaining from the mission trip were used to purchase products additional products.

· The Committee is waiting for a call from the Mission Chair at Cranford Presbyterian Church to offer assistance in the aftermath of the floods from Hurricane Irene.

Property Committee:
 No report

Worship Committee:

· On September 11, 2011, there will be a special service including patriotic hymns, a moment of silence, a litany prayer and a list of those who died from Middletown. 

· Rally Day will be held on September 18, 2011.

· Special activities were discussed for Advent.

· Wednesday Night Live will start with music or chants, 10 minutes of prayer and 40 minutes of instruction.

Pastor’s Report: 

· The Pastor made 80 Pastoral Visits this month.

· A letter was sent to Acolytes announcing the beginning of service on September 18, 2011, along with a schedule for the upcoming year.

·  The Pastor had pizza with the high school youth on September 14, 2011.

· A new format for Wednesday Night Live will begin on October 5, 2011.

· A Pizza Night will be held on September 27, 2011, at CIBO Pizza.  15% of the proceeds will be returned to the church.

Upon Motion:
Session approved the request for the baptism of Adeline Velea, daughter of Eugen and Alison Velea.  Baptismal instruction was given to the Veleas on September 17, 2011.
Preschool:
· There are five staff members.
· 22 children are enrolled.
· Hourly care is used regularly.
· An in-house staff development workshop will be held on September 27, 2011.
· The  Preschool continues to be self-sustaining and is working on making the necessary improvements to the outdoor area to meet the final requirements of the Arbor Foundation.
· The account balance is $13,668.82.
The next Stated Meeting of Session will be held on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, in Harlan Hall, at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Joseph Hein at 9:15 p.m.

Attest:

Patricia Brown

Clerk of Session

UPDATE ON CHARTER MEMBER

Bill Wallace has moved to Bayshore Health Care & Rehabilitation Center, 715 N. Beers St, Holmdel, NJ 07733.

He misses his friends at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Cards and well wishes would greatly be welcomed by Bill.

Contact Information Update
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The office is updating our parishioner contact information.

Please fill in the information below even if nothing has changed.

Please return to the church office and place in the basket as soon as possible.

Thank you!

NAME ________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________
PHONE (H) ____________________________________________
PHONE (C) ____________________________________________
(optional)

PHONE (W) ____________________________________________
(optional)

EMAIL ________________________________________________
(optional)
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A Note From Pastor Joseph:


PASTOR’S LETTER


NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2011





Friends,





When you receive this issue of the Westminster Witness, Lori and I will be returning from our vacation in Rome.  Although I’m writing this article before we have departed, I already feel connected to you by an idea that inspires great love in me for all of you.





Among the many places we plan to visit in Rome is the location where, it is believed, the apostle Paul was executed and buried – St. Paul’s, Outside the Walls.  The idea that I will be present on the grounds where 2000 years ago the greatest Christian missionary was crucified and buried is an incredibly inspiring testimony to the Apostle’s sufferings on behalf of Christ.





Paul’s sufferings as an Apostle are detailed in 2Corinthians 11:24ff:  “Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods.  Once I received a stoning.  Three times I was shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from bandits; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked.”  I marvel at Paul’s dedication and commitment to our Lord Jesus and his sacrifice to build Christ’s Kingdom of forgiveness and love on earth.











