November 2009

Dear Friends:

Each time I turn into the entrance to the church | am
delighted at seeing three lovely and interesting
things: our neatly manicured church grounds (with
thanks to Ed Bennett for his painstaking care of our
property), the furrowed plot that will become the
PAR garden in the Spring of 2010, and the gleaming
and eye catching Native American Teepee proudly
standing on the Northwest corner of our educational
wing.

It strikes me that each of the aforementioned items
draw positive attention to our church and quietly an-
nounce to the community that an interesting and
progressive new era has dawned at Westminster.

For example, the PAR garden sign graciously invites
the community to “grow with us”, but also announces
that we’re “going green.” Going green is a very posi-
tive and progressive message these days!

Once more, the crisp and colorful sign for the Pre-
school heralds that our school is a Nature Preschool
— a very unique distinction in that we are the only
nature preschool in Monmouth County! Our empha-
sis on nature is closely related to “going green” and
demonstrates that we care for God’s wonderful crea-
tion.

Then there is the tee-pee! The tee-pee is clearly a
very unique item (who else has one on their prop-
erty?) that surely must peek the curiosity of pas-
serby’s on Tindall Road.
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church sign. With thanks to the Pillarella family for
their generous contribution of the sign, Westminster
will undoubtedly gain greater visibility and a higher
profile in the Middletown area.

Beyond the physical appearance of our church cam-
pus, | am also delighted by a handful of things that
are happening internally. Attendance at some of our
new programming is very encouraging. The Youth
Club, Cherub Choir, and Wednesday Night Live are
effective and well-attended programs indicating,
among other things, that they are serving the spiri-
tual needs of our congregation.

In fact, our congregation has grown recently with the
addition of
Marsh family; and another four children will be bap-
tized into our church family on November 29. There
are also many newcomers who have been worship-
ping with us and attending Wednesday Night Live for
several weeks.

new members Dan Yale and the

We are growing in many ways. God is blessing and
expanding our ministry and we are grateful for the
growth and the ministry we are privileged with at
Westminster. Please continue to support our minis-
try with your daily prayers for the staff and leader-
ship of the congregation, and with your financial gifts
and talents.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.

Pastor Joe
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It has been a Westminster tradition to decorate our
beautiful Sanctuary with poinsettias for Christmas.
Please help by purchasing your poinsettias, in mem-
ory or honor of someone. The cost per plant re-
mains the same at $10. Following the Christmas
Eve service, you may either take your plants home,
or you may leave them to be taken to the unfortu-
nate. Please look in the bulletins in November &
December for your order form, and turn it in to the
office, or please give to Bob Cook. Thank you!
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Before you go to bed on November 1 ~,
don’t forget to turn your clocks back,

or you might arrive at church an hour early!

Ecumenical
Thanksgiving
orship

The third annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving
worship service will be held at the Middletown
United Methodist Church, 924 Middletown-
Lincroft Road, Middletown, on Tuesday, No-
vember 24" at 7:30PM. The service will be
highlighted by the combined choirs of the Lin-
croft Presbyterian Church, Westminster Pres-
byterian, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church,
Holmdel United Church of Christ, Christ Epis-
copal Church, and our host church. This ecu-
menical worship event will also feature Middle
town United Methodist’s excellent praise band.
Choir members from each respective church
will gather at 6:45PM for a pre-service prac-
tice. Refreshments and goodies will be served.
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The Deacons wish to thank everyone who

donated blood on October 15™. A total of 16 units
of blood were collected! Within 48 hours, all 16 units
were used to help leukemia and cancer patients in

our neighboring hospitals. You should all be proud
to know that you have contributed to the health and
well-being of the patients in our community. Thank
you for your continued support of this very important
ministry, and let us continue to help one another.

Session conducted the following business at the Oc-
tober meeting:

Administration/Personnel/Policy Committee:

Larry Buhl reported that he had conducted an-
nual reviews of the staff.

That the staff budget for 2010 has been pre-
pared.

A new copier will be ordered for the office.

Christian Education Committee:

Cherub choir off to excellent start with par-
ents bringing kids at 9:30 a.m.

Confirmation classes will begin soon.

Communion training for the children went
well.

Youth Club has good turn out and children
seem happy with the program.

Halloween party sponsored by the Deacons -
CE will host the games.

Wednesday Night being well attended

Membership Committee:

'LUHFWRU\ KDV EHHQ UHVFKHGXOHG
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The Committee will recognize a Saint in the Pew
on All Saints Day, November 1, 2009.

Fall Fun packages were mailed out to 13 college
students.

Mission Committee:
Elizabeth Kallop

$365 donated at the coffee hour hosted by
Mission

Christmas boxes to be prepared by Mission
for the orphans

Environmentally friendly cleaning products will
be used when the current cleaning supplies
are used up.

PAR Garden Committee will meet at the end of
October to begin planning and implementing
vegetable garden.

Toy Drive/Clothing Drive
Party planned for December 16, 2009

Delivery of toys from the Marine’s Toys for
Tots will be received on December 11, 2009

The Committee is working on Mini-Missions that
will include children.

A Day of Giving is planned for the Fall 2010.
This will be an opportunity to do mission at
home, either for members of our own church
family or the community.

Worship Music and the Arts Committee:

Session reaffirmed it's policy against picture tak-
ing during the Sacrament of Baptism. An
amendment to allow the baptism to be re-
corded discreetly from the side was added.

Community Thanksgiving service on Tuesday,

November 24, 7:30 p.m. at Middletown
United Methodist Church. Choirs will gather
at 6:45 p.m. to practice. Desserts and coffee

We will be decorating the sanctuary for Advent after
service on Sunday, November, 22" please join us
in the Hanging of the Greens!

Would you like to be an Usher on Sunday mornings?
The Deacons are in need of several Ushers. Please
call Bonnie Gundacker at 732-495-5113, or you can

email her at bonzo121@aol.com. Thank you!
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The Mission Committee will be setting up their Toy
Giving Tree and decorating it with toy suggestions
for the Annual Christmas Party at Monmouth Medi-
cal Family Clinic. Please bring unwrapped toys to
the church beginning the first weekend in Novem-
ber. We will wrap the toys following worship each
Sunday in Harlan Hall. Please bring wrapping pa-
per and share the joy of giving and fellowship as
we wrap toys for these special children.

The Monmouth Medical Christmas Party will be on
Wednesday, December 16" at 4:30 p.m. The dona-
tions from the toy giving tree and the mitten tree will
be taken to Monmouth Medical that day and handed
out to the children who are a part of the Family

TURN
voun

CL@ CKS

BACK |

Clinic.

A Mitten Tree will be set up in Harlan Hall where

it will be decorated with socks, gloves, mittens

and hats for children.

st

Before you go to bed on November 1 ~,
The Committee will also be collecting nearly new,

gently used clothing, sizes 0-14.

don’t forget to turn your clocks back, or you
might arrive at church an hour early!
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Due to unforeseen circumstances, the pictures for
the new Church Photo Directory will be taken on:

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 & Wednesday,
June 9, 2010

In addition, we will be looking for pictures of events
and celebrations recently held by our church. So,
remember to take your camera when you work in the
garden, sing in the choir, teach Sunday School, host
coffee hour- we’ll be looking for candid shots of our
members at work and play!

Please be advised that the hours for our Administra-
tive Assistant, Karen Ostarticki, are Tuesday — Fri-
day, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. To allow our book-
keeper uninhibited access to the phone and com-
puter system, Karen does not work on Monday.
Pastor Joseph'’s schedule is Tuesday — Saturday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please call in advance for an
appointment to confirm that he is in the office. Thank
you!

On October 22”", the Youth Club had a different kind
of Halloween Party. Each child dressed each other
in men’s and women'’s clothing, trying to come up
with the funniest combination! All the parents/adults
just loved watching! Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a
great meal together. Great fun and fellowship was
had by all' (Watch for pictures coming soon in
Harlan Hall!)
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How to Access Our Food Pantry

(The Deacon’s Food Pantry)

You may or may not be aware that Westminster
has a food pantry in Harlan Hall. We keep it
stocked for the benefit of Westminster members
and the community at large. Should an emer-
gency arise and a member (or someone from the
community) needs food, here is how to access
the pantry:

Call either Karen at the church office or Pas-
tor Joe at 732.671.2585 and indicate your
need (your call will be kept in complete
confidence).

They will notify the Moderator of the Dea-
cons, Bonnie Gundacker, and she will
prepare a heaping parcel of groceries.

The groceries may be picked up as early the
next day by arrangement with either Pas-
tor Joe or Bonnie Gundacker.

Is Christianity obsolete? Can an intelligent, educated
person really believe the Bible? Or are atheists cor-
rect? Does science disprove Christianity, debunk it
as aforce for good, and discredit it as a guide to mo-
rality?

In his groundbreaking new book, “What's So Great

About Christianity”, bestselling author Dinesh

D’Souza is the first to tackle these questions and
challenge atheists on their own secular turf. Ap-
proaching atheism with the skeptical eye usually re-
served for religion, D'Souza uses the latest scientific
(among other) evidence to show why Christianity
makes sense, why the atheists’ arguments are
wrong, and why there really is something great
about Christianity.

Our own Lenita Gullman will lead a discussion on
D’Souza’s book during November’s meeting of
Wednesday Night Live.
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11/01
11/01

11/02
11/02
11/06
11/10
11/11

11/16
11/19

11/20
11/21
11/21

11/22
11/22
11/25
11/28
11/29
11/30

Daniel Neary
William Mount

Debra Kaiser
Mel Martens
Larry Buhl
Elizabeth Kallop
Brian Scanlon

Jan Miller
Jim Kelly

Nancy Darrow
Ryan Erbig
Bonnie Gundacker

Jared Gough

Pete Rosenberg
Carl Engemann
Dennis Beauregard
Diana Gundacker

Jacqueline McNeill

Nov 1 10:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

Nov 2 7:30 a.m.

Nov 4 10:00 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

Nov8 10:00 a.m.
Nov 10 7:30 p.m.
Nov 11 10:00 a.m.

7:30 p.m.

Nov 15 10:00 a.m.
Nov 17  7:30 p.m.
Nov 18 7:30 p.m.
Nov 22 10:00 a.m.

All Saints Sunday Worship
Deacon’s Pot Luck Dinner &

Halloween Party
Deacons Meeting

Women in the Word
Wed. Night Live with
speaker Lenita Gullman
Worship

Committees Meeting
Women in the Word (last

session until Jan. 13th)
Wed. Night Live with speaker

Lenita Gullman

Worship
Session Meeting
Wed. Night Live
Worship

Hanging of the Greens

(following worship)
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Nov 24  7:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Ecumenical
Worship @ Middletown
United Methodist Church
(Choirs will gather @ 6:45
p.m. for a pre-service

practice. Refreshments
& goodies served at post—

worship reception.
Nov 25 7:30 p.m. Wed. Night Live with speaker

Lenita Gullman
Nov 26 Happy Thanksgiving!

Please take this Thanksgiving holiday to thank our
gracious Lord for those you are thankful for. Reach
out to an old friend or call a distant relative “just be-
cause.” Be grateful that God desires such an in-
tense relationship with you. When you are tempted
to complain about something insignificant, remem-
ber all that you have to be thankful for.
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