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month.  One of the main goals of the PAR garden is 

to raise a minimum of 1000 pounds of fresh vegeta-

bles for the poor, but the journey to reach the goal - 

by working together with our neighbors and friends 

in Middletown - promises to be equally as fulfilling 

and exciting as reaching our goal. 

 

Third, many of our newer programs including Youth 

Club, the Cherub Choir, and Wednesday Night Live 

are now entering their full second year.  Adjustments 

in emphasis have been made to each program to 

tailor them to the needs of those who participate in 

each. 

 

Please continue to pray for and support each of our 

ministries.  And may God continue to richly bless 

you and yours in the year ahead. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pastor Joe 
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Friends, 

 

In every faith community, certain years hold 

more promise than others.  This year falls into 

the category of one of the most promising in 

recent history. 

 

 First, the Westminster Preschool , an exten-

sion of our church’s ministry to the Middletown 

community, began its ministry on Monday, 

September 14.  Our preschool holds the won-

derful promise of significantly shaping the lives 

of children for the better, and also, renewing the 

face of our congregation.  While God the Holy 

Spirit is ultimately responsible for the growth of the 

church and the school, you and I also have an im-

portant part to play in its growth.   

 

If there is a member of your family or a friend in 

your neighborhood who have children between 

the ages of two and a half and five years old, 

please offer them a snappy, new Westminster 

Preschool brochure that explains the philosophy, 

curriculum, and mission of  our school.  It is wor-

thy to note that our preschool is the only nature 

Preschool in Monmouth County, which, sets us 

apart and also gives us great appeal to a genera-

tion very interested and concerned with everything 

“green.” 

 

Second, while we didn’t receive the early publicity 

that we had hoped for regarding our PAR Garden , 

planning for the garden will begin in earnest next 
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A successful planning 

meeting was held on 

September 17.  Ten 

members attended to 

brainstorm and share 

their ideas about up-

coming events.  Some of these included:  A Fun Day 

at WPC; craft projects, and special trips and outings. 

 

At our first regular meeting on September 24, we 

had a wonderful time playing miniature golf at Hole 

in One. 

 

A few new things for this year: 

· We are asking each participant to bring $3 

per week to help cover the cost of the meal 

· We are looking for volunteers from the con-

gregation to come help cook and serve the 

meals in order to free-up the staff to be with 

the kids. 

· We are also looking for volunteers to make 

and bring dessert. 

 

If you are interested in either cooking, serving or 

dessert making, please contact Marilyn Buhl at 

732.671.6293.  Thank you in advance for your sup-

port! 

 

Youth Club will normally meet bi-weekly.  Dates will 

be posted in the vestibule and Harlan Hall.  They will 

also appear in the newsletter and bulletin.  Addition-

ally, e-mail reminders will be sent by Mrs. Carlan.   
 

October  8 Crazy Hair-do Night! 

5:00—7:00 p.m. 
 

The second meeting in October will be on the 22nd 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Parent involvement always welcome!�
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EVERY  WEDNESDAY 

7:30 p.m. –  8:30 p.m. 

 

ANGELS AND DEMONS 

 

It seems as though angels have captured the imagi-

nation of people everywhere.  Unfortunately, there is 

a lot of misinformation about angels, along with su-

perstitions and unscriptural understandings.  This 

five week course will provide a Biblical perspective 

on angels and include the following topics: 

· Do angels exist? 

· Angels as messengers of God 

· Do human beings become angels when they 

die? 

· Angelic organization 

· How powerful are angels? 

· Lucifer and the angelic rebellion 

· How are we to treat angels? 

 

The Rev. David Swantek , pastor at St. Mary’s 

Church,  lead the first session on September  29 

with a lively discussion on the wildly popular  movie 

of the same name.  Friends from St. Mary’s joined 

us for our first session.  Pastor Joe will continue this 

biblically based discussion on the next four 

Wednesday’s in October.  This series is a wonderful 

opportunity for Christians to grow in their faith and to 

understand that angels are here among us to guard 

us in all our ways. 
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Session conducted the following business at the 

September meeting: 

 

Administration/Personnel/Policy Committee 

· Session approved updating the signatures 

for check signing. 

· Vouchers will be prepared for Committee 

chairs to authorize payment of Committee 

expenses. 

· The Committee is reviewing and updating 

Personnel policies and will be conducting 

staff reviews. are being updated. 

· Session approved hiring Julie Bair as the 

sexton. 

 

Christian Education Committee 

· Rally Day was very successful 

· The church school will be staffed as follows: 

· PreK – Kindergarten  Stacy McGann/

Jackie Carlino 

· 1st Grade  Nancy Wiltbank 

· 2nd Grade  Carol Neary 

· 3rd, 4th & 5th Grade  Rita Bair 

· Floater  Melody McKittrick 

· Helper  Debra Kaiser 

· Subs  Marilyn Buhl, Julie Bair,  

Joyce Kaiser, Debbie Carusoto 

· Middle School  Jill Scanlon 

· High School  Mike Ellithorpe/Assisted by 

Marge Talbot 

· The church school choirs will be led by 

Monica Kallop 

· Cherub Choir will meet Sunday morn-

ings, 9:30 – 10:00 in Harlan Hall 

· Youth Choir will meet following Wor-

ship 

 

Finance Committee 

· The Finance Committee has requested Com-

mittee budgets and will begin preparing the 

2010 Budget. 

 

Membership Committee 

· The Committee will do two mailings for col-

lege students.  In October, they will send a 

“Fun Fall Package” and in the spring there 

will be a cookie mailing.  [Please note:  The 

Committee needs shoe boxes for these mail-

ings.] 

· Plans are being finalized for the Photo Direc-

tory. 

· In mid-October they  will start sched-

uling times for November 27th & 28th 

· Photo shoots are open to public as 

well as church family 

· All who get photo taken will receive a 

free 8x10 photo 

· Church family will also get a free di-

rectory 

· Can order additional photos, Christ-

mas Cards  and other items.  

 

Mission Committee 

· In order to Grow in Mission, the committee 

will be developing opportunities to involve 

youth in mission. 

· In an effort to become better stewards of 

God’s creation, the Committee is looking for 
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October 15, 2009 

6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

For additional information or to sign up,  

contact:   Bob Vogt, 732-671-9330 or 

Rick Holbert, 732-834-0891  

 
Candidates donating blood must be at least 17 years 

old, weigh at least 120 pounds, and have never had 

hepatitis. There is no upper age limit to donate. 

Medications frequently taken by healthy individuals, 

such as aspirin, diet pills, birth control pills, blood 

pressure medication and cholesterol medication, are 

not a reason for deferral. The use of other medica-

tions will be evaluated by a nurse.  A signature ID 

must be presented to donate. 

 

This drive can be a great way to reach out to mem-

bers of our local community and introduce them to 

our church.  So why not invite a friend or family 

member to join you and come on down and donate 

on October 15th!  

ways for Westminster “to go green.”  They 

will begin with using environmentally friendly 

cleaning supplies. 

· The Peacemaking offering will be held on 

October 4, 2009. 

· Beginning November 1, we will begin collect-

ing toys, mittens, hats, scarves and gently 

used winter clothing in November for the an-

nual Christmas Party at Monmouth Medical 

Center.  Ideas to reach out to members of 

the congregation in need of services/food. 

 

Preschool Committee 

· Stacy McGann reported registration is pick-

ing up – 10 students enrolled with more ex-

pected.  Classrooms are ready with rest of 

furniture expected this week. 

 

Property Committee 

· A beekeeper was hired and removed the 

bees and their honeycombs from the church. 

 

Worship Music and the Arts Committee 

· The Worship Committee will be working with 

Christian Education on Nursery Care.  The 

Committee will be hiring someone to provide 

child care during worship, September – June.  

At other times, the nursery will be staffed by 

volunteers. 

· The Committees feel this will give the chil-

dren continuity of care.  Additionally, as age-

appropriate curriculum is added, a volunteer 

will assist the paid staff person. 

· Confirmands who have been instructed on 

the different aspects of Presbyterian worship 

will be given the opportunity to serve as wor-

ship assistants. 
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· The new Communion Schedule is posted in 

the church office. 

· The fall session for Wednesday Night Live, 

“Angles and Demons” will begin on Wednes-

day, September 30 and continue through Oc-

tober. 

· Fresh flowers in a vase will be used on the 

last Sunday of the month. 

· The Committee will be meeting on the first 

Tuesday of the month from now on. 
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Church Photo Directory 
Pictures for a new Church Photo Directory will be 

taken at the following times: 

 

Friday  November 27   3:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m. 

Saturday November 28 10:00 a.m.— 5:30 p.m. 

 

We will begin setting up appointments in October.   

 

Opportunities for photos are not limited to church 

families and friends.  Invite you friends and 

neighbors!  [These pictures make lovely Christmas 

gifts for grandparents or family members who live 

away.]  Everyone who participates will receive a free 

8x10 photo with an option to purchase additional 

pictures or Christmas Cards.   � Church  members 

and friends will also have their photos�included in 

the directory. 

 

In addition, we will be looking for pictures of events 

and celebrations recently held by our church.  So 

remember to take your camera when you work in the 

garden, sing in the choir, teach Sunday School, host 

coffee hour, or join in the fun at Rally Day—we’ll be 

looking for candid shots of our members at work and 

play! 
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You may or may not be aware that Westminster 

has a food pantry in Harlan Hall.  We keep it 

stocked for the benefit of Westminster members 

and the community at large.  Should an emer-

gency arise and a member (or someone from the 

community) needs food, here is how to access 

the pantry:  

· Call either Karen at the church office or 

Pastor Joe at 732.671.2585 and indicate 

your need,  (Your call will be kept in com-

plete confidence.) 

· They will notify the Moderator of the Dea-

cons, Bonnie Gundacker, and she will 

prepare a heaping parcel of groceries. 

· The groceries may be picked up as early 

the next day by arrangement with either 

Pastor Joe or Bonnie Gundacker. 
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We had a wonderful first week of school! The families 

loved our newly painted and carpeted space and the 

quality of toys we chose. The children are exploring 

the environment, learning each others names, and 

getting used to the routine of the day. On our nature 

walk we explored the sunflower "maze",  and pro-

posed theories about what made them fall over. We 

saw deer, a vulture, and mushrooms of all different 

colors. The children's questions and observations 

have given us a lot of material for designing our cur-

riculum for the up coming weeks. We have been 

reading books, singing songs, dancing, and playing 

princesses and dragons. It is a joyful atmosphere. 

During snack time the children spontaneously dis-

cussed the many things they are thankful for. 

  

We are so thankful for all of the support the members 

of the Congregation have given us. We would not be 

able to develop such a high quality program without 

your continued support. 

 

Stacy and Jil  
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Please be advised that the hours for our church Ad-

ministrative Assistant, Karen Ostarticki, are Tuesday 

– Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Karen does not 

work on Monday to allow our bookkeeper uninhibi-

ted access to the phone and computer system. 

Pastor Joseph’s schedule is Tuesday – Saturday, 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m..  Please call in advance for 

an appointment to confirm that Pastor is in the of-

fice. Thank you! 
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Please mark your calendar for our annual Halloween 

Party and Pot Luck Dinner sponsored by the Dea-

con’s and the Christian Education Committee.  This 

wonderful Fall event features a fun-filled night with 

great food (of course!), kids and adults decked out in 

their Halloween costumes, prizes for the best cos-

tumes, music, games, and fun.  This great event is 

scheduled for Sunday, November 1st, which allows 

the children a second evening to get dressed up in 

their costumes.  The time will be announced at a 

later date.   

 

 

�
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10/2     Alex Johanson 

10/3     Shelby McLaughlin 

10/4     Mark Carlino 

10/4     Sean Lindgren 

10/5     Ken Spann 

10/6     Carol Johanson 

10/6     Ray Peyton 

10/8     Doris Span 

10/9     Sandy Boyce 

10/9     Jill Scanlon 

10/11   Kelli Harris 

10/17   Bill Lindgren, Jr. 

10/17  Sheila Batson 

10/18  Jenna Ellithorpe 

10/18  Eric Copeland 

10/19  Jessica Gullman 

10/20  Sue Buchanan 

10/20  Heather Bell 

10/20  Ravenna Pillarella 

10/21  Jamie Carusato 

10/21  Julie Bair 

10/22  Phyllisann Hoffman 

10/6     Ina & Edson Womble 

10/24     Matthew Spann 

10/25     Bruce Harris 

10/27     Deborah Carusato 

10/27     David Price 

10/31     Marilyn Buhl�

Everything I need to 

know, I learned from 

Noah’s Ark. 

ONE::  Don’t miss the boat. 

TWO:  Remember that we are all in the same boat! 

THREE:  Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah 

built the Ark. 

FOUR:  Stay fit.  When you’re 60 years old, some-

one very special may ask you to do something really 

big. 

FIVE:  Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job 

that needs to be done. 

SIX:  Build your future on high ground. 

SEVEN:  For safety’s sake, travel in pairs. 

EIGHT:  Speed isn’t always an advantage.  The 

snail were on board with the cheetahs… 

NINE:  When you’re stressed, float awhile. 

TEN:  Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; 

the Titanic by professionals. 

ELEVEN:  No matter the storm, when you are with 

God, there’s always a rainbow waiting! 
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10/3     8:00 a.m.     Men’s Breakfast 

                                Middletown Pancake House 

 

            9:00 a.m.     Women’s Breakfast 

                                Middletown Pancake House 

 

10/4     10:00 a.m.     World Communion Sunday 

                                 Peacemaking Offering 

                                 Church School 

 

10/5      7:30 p.m.     Deacons meeting 

 

10/6     7:30 p.m.      Worship Committee meeting. 

 

10/7     10:00 a.m.     Women in the Word 

              7:30 p.m.     Wed. Night Live 

 

10/8      5:00 p.m.     Youth Club, “Crazy Hair-do  

                                 Night!” 

             8:00 p.m.     Choir 

 

10/11   10:00 a.m.     Worship/ Church School 

10/13     7:30 p.m.       All Committees meet. 

 

10/14     10:00 a.m.     Women in the Word 

                7:30 p.m.     Wed. Night Live 

 

10/15     6:00 p.m.       Deacon’s Blood Drive  

              8:00 p.m.       Choir 

 

10/18    10:00 a.m.      Worship/ Church School 

 

10/20     7:30 p.m.       Session meets 

 

10/21    10:00 a.m.      Women in the Word 

               7:30 p.m.      Wed. Night Live 

 

10/22      5:00 p.m.      Youth Club 

               8:00 p.m.      Choir 

 

10/25      10:00 a.m.     Reformation Day Worship/    

                                     Church School 

 

10/28        10:00 a.m.   Women in the Word 

                   7:30 p.m.   Wed. Night Live 

 

10/29         8:00 p.m.    Choir 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Chris-

tian congregation guided by the Holy Spirit. In part-

nership with God, we are engaged in the work of 

transforming people in the light of the good news of 

Jesus Christ.  We exist to make disciples of Jesus 

by leading individuals and families to come to know 

God, to develop a spiritual life, and to find meaning 

and healing in a community of acceptance 

Newsletter of 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

94 Tindall Road 

Middletown, New Jersey  07748 

Phone 732.671.2585 

Fax     732.671.2588 

Website:  www.wpcmiddletown.org 

E-mail: 

Church:  wpcmiddletown@verizon.net 

Pastor:    pastorwpc@verizon.net 

Choir:     wpcchoir@verizon.net  

 

Staff: 

Pastor:  The Reverend Joseph E. Hein 

Minister of Music:  Ralph DeCesare 

Administrative Assistant:  Karen Ostarticki 


