September 2009
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We hope that you have had the opportunity to enjoy
relaxing vacations and/or invigorating ones! We are
delighted to welcome you home!

As you approach the church, notice how the sun-
flowers have bloomed. Don't they look beautiful and
welcoming? It seems to me to be symbolic of our
growth. God is calling us into new and exciting min-
istry as we reach out beyond our walls to share the
message of God'’s love with others.

This year the garden blooms as we open the doors
to Westminster Preschool. This new ministry will be
a place where children and their families will know
they are unique and precious in God's sight.

Next year, instead of sunflowers there will be a PAR
Garden (Plant A Row for the poor). We envision this
to be an intergenerational garden with friends and
family of the church working with other members
from the Community to grow food or flowers. We
will ask all who plant to include a row for the poor.
We will distribute the produce as it grows next sum-
mer.
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We look forward to seeing you on Rally Day, Sep-
tember 13. Our worship service will include a cove-
nant service between the teachers and students as
well as a dedication of our new Christian Education
Wing and blessing for the new preschool.

The Youth Club will be signing up members and
everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy hot dogs
and soda!
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Open House
September 3 & 4 %

Wesiminster

10:00 dl, - 12 noon A Nature Preschool

Connecting children with the
natural world.

Preschool Opening!
September 14, 2009
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Rally Day ‘
September 13!

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

tl

Kindergarten thru 5 " grade

$3.00 to cover the cost of food

There will be an organizational/planning meeting on
Thursday, September 17 at 5:00 p.m. Please bring
a bag supper, a parent or guardian and $3.00 to
cover the costs of food/beverages.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, September
24. Miniature Golf is tentatively planned.

New this year! Each participant will need to bring
$3.00 each week to help defray the cost of meals.

There will be additional costs when we do special
outings. These costs will be announced at the time
of the events/outings.

Pictures for a new Church Photo Directory will be
taken at the following times:

Friday
Saturday

November 27 3:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m.
November 28 10:00 a.m.— 5:30 p.m.

We will begin setting up appointments in October.

Opportunities for photos are not limited to church
families and friends. Invite you friends and
neighbors! [These pictures make lovely Christmas
gifts for grandparents or family members who live
away.] Everyone who participates will receive a free
8x10 photo with an option to purchase additional
pictures or Christmas Cards. Church members
and friends will also have their photos included in
the directory.

In addition, we will be looking for pictures of events
and celebrations recently held by our church. So
remember to take your camera when you work in the
garden, sing in the choir, teach Sunday School, host
coffee hour, or join in the fun at Rally Day—we’ll be
looking for candid shots of our members at work and

play!
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The theme for 2009 is taken from Psalm 85:10, “Justice and peace shall kiss each other.”

The Peacemaking Offering was created in 1980 to
support the efforts of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) to live out a deeper commitment to peace-
making as part of our faithfulness to God. It is one of
four special offerings designated by the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)'s General Assembly.

We will receive the Peacemaking Offering on World
Communion Sunday, which this year is October 4.

Twenty-five percent of the offering remains here at
Westminster to support local ministries of peacemak-
ing within our church and community. Twenty-five
percent is used by presbyteries and synods, and 50
percent is used by the General Assembly ministries
through the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.

“Justice and peace shall kiss each other” from
Psalm 85:10, bears witness to God’s presence in the
midst of injustice. The psalmist in Psalm 26 recog-
nizes God'’s sovereignty and expresses loyalty in the
midst of seeking vindication from enemies. This text
encourages hope in us for God’s for justice and
peace in the presence of difficult times.

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 serves as a reminder that
God has spoken to us through Jesus. Jesus, the
reflection of God’s glory and being, the One who
walks with humanity in suffering as we seek justice
and peace.

Christ calls us into a new way of thinking and acting
as we are called to work for justice and peace in the
world.

This year’s art is a serigraph by John August Swanson
titted PSALM 85.

Biblical Witness
To Peacemaking

A daily lectionary exploring the richness of
God's peace-giving and Christ's call to peace-
making.

Teaching the Good News of Peace
September 13, 2009 — Luke 10:25-37
September 14, 2009 — Deut. 6:20-25
September 15, 2009 — James 2:14-26
September 16, 2009 — Matthew 28:16-20
September 17, 2009 — Isaiah 48:17-19
September 18, 2009 — 1 Cor. 12:4-12
September 19, 2009 — Mark 6:7-13
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Preschool Committee

The Preschool will open on Monday, September
14, 2009.

Property Committee:

At its August meeting the Session conducted the

The Christian Education wing has been painted
and carpeted

Three new toilets were installed in Harlan Hall.
The door leading outside from the pastor’s office
has been replaced.

following business: Worship, Music, and the Arts Committee:

Christian Education Committee
Rally Day will be held on September 13.
Youth Club will have a sign-up table on
Rally Day.
Beginning in September, the pastor will
lead a Communion class for 7-10 year
olds.
The Sunday school is in need of teachers
and/or assistant teachers.

Membership Committee
A Church Photo Directory is being prepared.
Pictures will be taken on November 27 and 28.
Everyone is invited to participate.

Mission Committee
Peacemaking Offering will be taken on October
4, 2009.
The Committee is planning to include “day-
long” mission trips/work next summer, as well
as a mission trip.
If you have ideas for additional Mission work
that you would like to see our church become
involved in, please see Julie Bair.

The worship service on Rally Day will include a
covenant service between the Sunday school
teachers and children.

The Committee is following up on a suggestion
about occasionally using a bouquet of fresh flow-
ers rather than an arrangement.

The Committee will be working with the office to
update the look of the bulletin and blue prayer
sheet.

There will be a slight change in the order of wor-
ship. It will begin with the chimes, followed by
announcements and the prelude.

Acolyte training will be held following worship On
September 20 and 27, and if needed, October 4.
Wednesday Night Live will resume this fall with
the Pastor leading a study, “Angels and De-
mons.”
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Blood Drive

Thursday, October 15, 2009
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

To sign up, contact:
Bob Vogt, 732-671-9330
or

Rick Holbert, 732-834-0891

Candidates donating blood must be at least 17 years old, weigh at least 120 pounds, and have never had
hepatitis. There is no upper age limit to donate. Medications frequently taken by healthy individuals, such as
aspirin, diet pills, birth control pills, blood pressure medication and cholesterol medication, are not a reason
for deferral. The use of other medications will be evaluated by a nurse. A signature ID must be presented to
donate.

This drive can be a great way to reach out to members of our local community and introduce them to our
church. So why not invite a friend or family member to join you and come on down and donate on October
15™

Returning this fall, Wednesday Night Live
will be led by the pastor. Come learn
what the Bible teaches about “Angels
September 20 and Demons.”

Watch for details in upcoming issues!

September 27

OV /—=/=>7—
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Mission Needls

Help us help by purchasing and dropping off at the
church the following items:

1 container of dish detergent

6 rolls of toilet paper

1 container of laundry detergent

2 boxes of tissues

1 box of plastic sandwich bags

1 container of kitchen/bathroom cleaner

3 bath-bar-size soaps

1 deodorant

1 tube of toothpaste

Last year, the Mission Committee was
able to put together 40 bags of the above
items. We thank the

congregation for their faithful and
continued support!

[Jan is a former member of Westminster. We were
thrilled that a recent trip home enabled Jan to join the
women for breakfast in August. Jan currently lives in Ber-
muda and | received the following note from her.]

HI!' Just wanted to touch base with you regarding the
coming storm (Hurricane Bill). Many people have
reached out to me wanting to make sure that | am
okay. | am humbled by their concern. As of this
morning, | am busy preparing for the hurricane. The
lessons | learned from Ed and Irene in D'lIberville
have all come back to me [Jan was one of our members
who went on the Mission Trip to D’lberville to help those
who suffered through Katrina.] My to-do list includes
stockpiling ice, gathering in food that does not need
to be cooked, cleaning the bathroom and filling the
tub with water, doing the last bits of laundry. | have
oil lamps and candles, a small gas grill and pro-
pane. | am picking up a battery operated radio and
batteries at lunchtime.

Mongo and | are fine. | know that God will take care
of us according to His plan. Thanks for your prayers
for Mongo and me and the rest of this island.

All my love!
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Joyce Kaiser

Fall is rapidly approaching and we are looking forward
to a great year for Christian Education. Along with the
sunflowers, our Church School enroliment is blossom-
ing. We have had a small core of dedicated teachers
for many years. They have agreed to continue, but we
as a congregation owe it to them (and to our children) to
give them some help. Please prayerfully consider
teaching or assisting in our Christian Education pro-
gram. Contact Joyce Kaiser (732.671.3148 or
joycekaiser@verizon.net) or Stacy McGann

(732.671.1450 or mcgannfore@verizon.net).
Remember — our children are our future!

Jackie & Chuck Carlino
Marilyn & Larry Buhl

Angel & Chuck Boyce, Jr.
Debbie & Anthony Carusotto
Lola & John Pillarella

Kathleen & Lenny Bloom Anen

Abigail & Jorge Aponte

09/02
09/04

09/04
09/08
09/10
09/20
09/22

! " # $ %
& QN+

Elizabeth Campbell 09/04
Jason Lindgren 09/04
Carolyn Gentry 09/10
Thomas Chesek 09/11
Tom Wakeham, Jr.  09/12

Jill Harris 09/16
Christian Erbig 09/18
Larry Wiltbank 09/28

Megan Neary 09/30
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94 Tindall Road
Middletown, New Jersey 07748

Phone: 732.671.2585
Fax: 732.671.2588

Website: www.wpcmiddletown.org

E-mail:

Church: wpcmiddletown@verizon.net
Pastor: pastorwpc@verizon.net
Choir:  wpcchoir@verizon.net

A Note From Sandy Boyce

| have so enjoyed doing this newslet-

ter! You have been generous and

kind with your compliments, and so, it

is with a heavy heart that | tell you
that this will be my last issue. This
summer has really taught me that |
can plan only one day at a time.

While Charles continues to improve,
he will begin radiation treatments for
the second time this year and has at

least two more surgeries ahead of
him.

Unfortunately, all this means that |

have to cut down on some of my vol-

unteer work. | currently serve on

Session, chair the Worship Commit-

tee and lead Women in the Word.

| want to honor these commitments

and since we have been able to hire

an Administrative Assistant for 20

hours a week, | feel confident that the

newsletter is in excellent hands.

Mission Statement

Westminster Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Christian
congregation guided by the Holy Spirit.

In partnership with God, we are engaged in the work of
transforming people in light of the good news of Jesus
Christ.

We exist to make disciples of Jesus by leading individuals
and families to come to know God, to develop a spiritual
life, and to find meaning and healing in a community of
acceptance

Monmouth Network meets at Christ Church on the 2™ & 4™
Saturdays of the month (except for holiday weekends). Our
mission is to provide support, education, and networking op-
portunities for those in any type of job search.

All are welcome!

Topics of interest are presented by guest speakers. The
meeting concludes by addressing current individual needs
and questions of those attending.

The next meeting of the Monmouth Network is
Saturday, September 12, 2009
8:30 a.m. -- 10:30 a.m.

Christ Church
90 Kings Highway
Middletown, NJ, 07748
West Entrance.

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list, contact us at
monmouthnetwork@comecast.net




