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Summer 2009 

Volume 3 Issue 6 

Friends in Christ, 

 

I hope that this message finds you well and enjoying the marvelous 
beauty of springtime in our area.  Peace be with you. 

 

Being a gardener (of sorts), I’m naturally drawn to the garden and 
digging my hands deeply into freshly turned soil.  I love the smell 
and coolness of the soil, tucking tiny green plants into carefully dug 
holes in neatly measured rows, giving them a cool drink, and wit-
nessing the miracle of growth.  I never cease to be amazed at the 
miracle of growth and I thank God when I am in my garden. 

 

In the spring of 2010, our congregation plans to plant a garden with 
our “neighbors” in Middletown.  Among the many benefits of this 
garden, perhaps the greatest will be of the friendships that are 
formed.  It strikes me that people are too busy these days to de-
velop friendships.  There are too many things to do and not enough 
time to do them.  We feel rushed, harried, and exhausted.  The gar-
den is a great place to slow down, to reconnect with the simple and 
uncomplicated things of life – the earth, water, food, friends, com-
munity, and maybe, just maybe, God.   

 

Even if you aren’t a “gardener,” I invite you to think about serving on 
the Garden Committee.  You will make friends there, and participate 
in doing something beautiful for the Lord and your neighbors in the 
Middletown community.  If you are interested in serving on the com-
mittee, please contact Julie Bair at 732.872.4408 or 
julesb115@comcast.net 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Pastor Joe 
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The Youth Club concluded the program year with a 

couple of special events.  The first was a trip to 

Holmdel Park where we had lunch, went on a hay-

ride and watched how sheep are sheared! 

 

Our second was a yummy pizza party where we got 

into the dough and made our own pizzas!  

By Marilyn Buhl 

I wish to thank all the "staff" who volunteered each 

week as well as those who came to help occasion-

ally.  A special thanks to our guests, Walter, Lori, 

Carol, and Mike who helped make our gatherings so 

much fun while they shared their expertise with us. 

 

See you in September!  Bring a friend!! 
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By Sherrie Dunsmuir 

 

My husband and I were out to dinner the other night. When our drink order was taken, he ordered a cola, and I 

ordered an iced tea.  He looked at me as if I’d lost my mind.  “You don’t want iced tea,” he said. “Don’t you re-

member what Aunt Irene told us?”  It was coming back to me.  His Aunt Irene had worked in restaurants, all of 

her life.  We stopped to visit her in Florida, during our honeymoon, and she had taken us out to dinner.  I had 

ordered an iced tea, and she strongly suggested I order something else.  She would not say why, but asked 

us to trust her on this, and so we decided never again to order iced tea from restaurants.  She died a few 

years later, taking the iced tea secret with her. 

 

“But that was thirty years ago,” I offered. “I’m sure if it was a health department issue” (as we had suspected), 

“much has improved since then.” He agreed that was undoubtedly true, but still, he would not order it, in mem-

ory of Aunt Irene.  Consciously not ordering iced tea in a restaurant made him think of her, he said.  Not want-

ing to tarnish her memory, I ordered a cola. 

  

Tomorrow, I am going to a small, very old cemetery in Barnegat.  I have family buried there: my great-

grandparents and a great uncle, none of whom I knew, and my grandmother, whom I did know.  Briefly.  She 

was not in my life until I was an adult.  She had reached out to family after a long silence, and we spent sev-

eral years getting to know each other.  She was a difficult woman, on many levels, but she was family – part of 

where I come from, and so I seized the opportunity to learn what I could about her.  

 

One day I was introduced to her soft side.  

She shared that every Memorial Day, she 

went alone to the cemetery in Barnegat to 

plant three red geraniums – they had to 

be red - to honor the memories of her 

parents and brother.  She said it made 

her feel close to them.  Closer than she 

had allowed herself to be to them, when 

they were alive.  This was extremely im-

portant to her.  ��	��
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01 7:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 

03 7:15 p.m. Wednesday Night Live 
 

04 8:00 p.m. Choir 
 

06 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
 

. 

Men’s Breakfast,  
Middletown Pancake House 
 
Women’s Breakfast, Middletown 
Pancake House 

07 10:00 a.m. Communion/Worship 
Cents-Ability Offering 
 

09 7:30 p.m. Committee Meetings 
 

10 7:15 p.m. Wednesday Night Live 
 

11 8:00 p.m. Choir 
 

14 10:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m.  

Youth Sunday/Worship 
Church Picnic 
 

20   Blue Claws Game 
 

21 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Happy Father’s Day 
 

28 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Baptism of Kyle Boyce Petry 
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On the first Memorial Day after my grandmother’s 

death, I found myself at the garden center, buying 

four red geraniums.  I drove alone to the little ceme-

tery, and planted them over each grave.  This is the 

nineteenth year that I will make the trip to the ceme-

tery with red geraniums.  I enjoy doing it.  It makes 

me think of her.   

 

I wear a baby ring on a chain around my neck.  It 

had belonged to my Uncle Jim, who served in the 

Army Air Corps, during World War II, as a bombar-

dier.  The day before his 21st birthday, his plane was 

shot down over the Pacific Ocean.  There were no 

survivors.  My Nana (the grandmother I was close 

to), left his baby ring to me, when she died.  I never 

knew my Uncle Jim, but having, and wearing this 

ring makes me think of him, as I know Nana did, 

every day of her life. 

  

Warranted or not, Aunt Irene had concerns about 

iced tea.  My estranged grandmother paid tribute to 

her parents and brother, once a year, having dis-

tanced herself from them in life.  Uncle Jim gave his 

life for his country, one day shy of becoming an 

adult.  His mother cherished his baby ring, as a re-

minder of his childhood innocence. 

 

As I write this, it is Memorial Day weekend. As we 

remember our fallen heroes of war, let us also re-

member all of our loved ones, and what was impor-

tant to them.  You may find that small gestures 

made in their memory will strengthen and bless your 

own life. 
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At its May meeting the Session conducted the fol-

lowing business: 

· Met with master gardeners about the 

preparation and planning for our Sunflower 

Garden this spring and the PAR Garden 

next spring. 

· Formed a Committee to write a policy for 

an upcoming project. 

 

Christian Education Committee 

· Children’s Day will be held on June 14. 

· There will be a 6-week Summer Sunday 

School for students pre-k - entering grade 

5.  It will be held July 12 through August 16 

· Rally Day will be held on September 13. 

· Beginning in September, the pastor will 

lead a  Communion class for 7-10 year 

olds. 

· The Sunday school is in need of teachers. 

 

Membership Committee  

· A picture directory is being planned in the 

near future. 

· Name Tag Sunday is scheduled for June 

14. 

 

Mission Committee  

· The Blanket/Tools Offering will be taken on 

June 7. 

· Mission will host a Coffee Hour on June 21. 

· Received a $1000 grant for the garden from 

the Cents-Ability Program. 

 

Preschool Committee  

· A final brochure is being developed along 

with a Wish List. 

· Estimates are being received for painting and 

carpeting. 

 

Property Committee 

· The tree has been removed on the front lawn 

in order to make room for the garden. 

· Ed Bennett has turned over the garden area. 

· The wall and ceiling have been repaired in 

Harlan Hall. 

 

Worship Music and the Arts Committee 

· Approved the following Pulpit Supply: 

· July 12   Wilma Harris 

· August 23  Wilma Harris 

· Approved the following order for worship: 

· Announcements will be made, fol-

lowed by the chimes. 

· The choir will process down the aisle 

during the chimes. 

· Then the Prelude will be played. 

· Approved adding the following to the begin-

ning of the bulletin: 

Before the service, speak to God. 

During the service, let God speak to you. 

After the service, speak to one another. 
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What’s So Great About Christianity? 
By Dinish D’Souza 

 

This is an exceptionally important book, and per-

haps, the best defense of Christianity against mod-

ern atheism in many, many years.  Among other 

things, it proclaims the twilight of atheism and the 

global triumph of Christianity.  Further, the author 

takes up topics which include: the theological roots 

of science; evolution and the argument for intelligent 

design;  the Church’s  case against Galileo; and 

many other topics of contemporary interest.   

 

Lenita Gullman is leading this new study.  It’s not too 

late to join this group.  We meet at 7:15 p.m. on 

Wednesday evenings for coffee and fellowship, with 

the study beginning at 7:30 p.m.  We look forward to 

seeing you then! 

�By Larry Wiltbank 

 

The Membership Committee is planning a 

church photo directory in the near future.  We will be 

meeting with Olan Mills to decide when the best time 

will be to have photos taken of our church members. 

 

In addition, we will be looking for pictures of events 

and celebrations recently held by our church.  So re-

member to take your camera when you go to the Blue 

Claws game, come to the church picnic, work in the 

garden, or sing in the choir—we’ll be looking for can-

did shots of our members at work and play! 

 

Be sure to look for more information in future editions 

A very special thank you to all of you who came out 

and supported the Blood Drive on May 7.  We 

had 22 donors from both the congregation and the 

community.  

 

If you are interested in donating, but could not 

make our drive, blood donations can be made at 

the  Central Jersey Blood Center, 494 Sycamore 

Avenue, Shrewsbury, 732.842.5750. 
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JUNE 

�

 

JULY 

�

 

AUGUST 
�

Debbie & Thomas Bell 06/05 

Wendy & Mark Hoyt 06/13 

Alice & Joe Palumbo 06/13 

Joyce & George Kaiser 06/15 

Yvette & Scott McLaughlin 06/15 

Kim & Tom Somerville 06/21 

Sandy & Charles Boyce 06/29 

Beth & Christopher Gough 06/29 

Esther & Mike Timari 06/29 

Elisabeth & Robert Cook 07/01 

Becky & Glenn Petry 07/11 

Marcia & Thomas Barnard 08/03 
Renee & John Humcke 08/15 

Tamy & Ray Peyton 08/24 

Marylee & Larry Boorujian 08/28 

Sunday School 

Teachers Needed! 
If you have been thinking, “Gee, I would like to be 

more involved in the life of this church,” then why not 

consider teaching Sunday School?  This can be a 

very rewarding experience, and our former teachers 

are willing to work with you until you feel comfortable 

as well as help out as needed.  With enough volun-

teers, we can begin a rotation system so that each 

teacher will only have to teach 6-8 weeks.   

 

If you would like more information, or better yet, to 

volunteer, please contact: 

Carol Neary, dcdmjake@aol.com 

Stacy McGann, mcgannfore@verizon.net 

Nancy Wiltbank, WILT59@aol.com 

 

We hope that as you pray, you will discover that you 

would like to be a part of this important ministry of 

our church. 
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JUNE 

�

John Kallop 06/05 

Becky Petry 06/07 

Beth Sharack 06/12 

Grace Nixon 06/16 

Philip Sanfilippo 06/16 

Lindsay Harris 06/23 

Charles Schafer 06/25 

Steven Wiltbank 06/28 

JULY 

�

Kelsey Gough 07/03 

Liam Gough 07/03 

Kristina Messinger 07/07 

David Rosenberg 07/08 

Genny Rosenberg 07/08 

Lee Sherman 07/15 

Nancy McKinley 07/16 

Jahred Kallop 07/18 

Robert Iannone Jr. 07/20 

Rebecka Bloom 07/21 

Mike Ellithorpe 07/25 

Dolores Beauregard 07/27 

Michael Petry 07/30 

Robert Vogt 07/31 

AUGUST 

�

Jeanne Robinson 08/01 

William Clark, Jr. 08/05 

Bruce Forshee 08/05 

Tom Barnard 08/09 

William McCreadie 08/11 

Kathleen Bloom 08/12 

Pat Brown 08/13 

Ann Holbert 08/13 

Glenn Petry 08/15 

Sue Adams 08/16 

Yvette McLaughlin 08/16 

Florence Dedecker 08/19 

Jaclyn Gambardella 08/19 

Brandon Sanfilippo 08/19 

Linda Steen 08/21 

Esther Timari 08/23 

Christopher Spann 08/27 

Alexandra Boyce 08/31 

Monica Kallop 08/31 

Brett Sanfilippo 08/31 
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94 Tindall Road 
Middletown, New Jersey 07748 
 
Phone: 732.671.2585 
Fax: 732.671.2588 
 
Website: www.wpcmiddletown.org 
 
E-mail: 
Church: wpcmiddletown@verizon.net 
Pastor: pastorwpc@verizon.net 
Choir: wpcchoir@verizon.net  
 
�

Mission Statement 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Christian 

congregation guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In partnership with God, we are engaged in the work of 

transforming people in light of the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

We exist to make disciples of Jesus by leading individuals 

and families to come to know God, to develop a spiritual 

life, and to find meaning and healing in a community of 

acceptance 

Deadline for  

September Issue  

August 21 , 2009  
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Monmouth Network meets at Christ Church on the 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays of the month (except for holiday weekends).  Our 

mission is to provide support, education, and networking op-

portunities for those in any type of job search. 

All are welcome! 

 

Topics of interest are presented by guest speakers. The 

meeting concludes by addressing current individual needs 

and questions of those attending. 

 

The next meeting of the Monmouth Network is 

Saturday, June 13, 2009 

8:30 a.m. -- 10:30 a.m. 

 

Christ Church 

90 Kings Highway 

Middletown, NJ, 07748 

West Entrance. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list, contact us at 

monmouthnetwork@comcast.net 
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