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Friends, ship attendance continues to climb. We have seen

| sincerely hope that you enjoyed and were inspired
by the services of Holy Week and Easter. Thank
you to everyone who helped to make our prepara-
tion and celebration of Jesus’ resurrection deeply
meaningful and special.

Signs of new life continue to abound at Westminster.

Our congregation is growing deeper in its faith and
spirituality through our dynamic Sunday worship and
Wednesday Night Live program. Our average wor-

more young children in the Nursery and in worship
than we have had in many years (witness our
Cherub Choir and Youth Club). Our church campus
is sparkling after an early spring clean-up, and many
additional improvements to our Christian Education
wing and Harlan Hall are slated for the near future.

More signs of new life are coming! While the Ses-

sion is putting the final touches on our goals, clearly

the most important goal is to get the Westminster

Preschool off to a good start. Careful planning con-
tinues to take place at many levels
including the Preschool Committee,
the Session, and the new administra-
tors, Stacy McGann and Jil Persons.
Each group is working feverishly to
bring the school “online.”

The 2009-2010 Session continues to
build on our two identified strengths —
worship and mission. We will supple-
ment our already strong music pro-
gram this year by drawing upon talent
in our congregation and adding
smaller arrangements of instrument
and voice to complement our Chan-
cel, Youth, and Cherub Choirs. Also,
in keeping with our goal to include our
young people in worship on a regular
basis we will develop an Acolyte core
in September.

(Continued on page 2)
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As our congregation seeks to do formative work with
children and adults, we believe that it is critical to
faith development that children participate alongside
their parents and other adults in service and mission
work. To this end, the Session will be inviting you
(in the near future) and the wider community to par-
ticipate in an exciting new mission project that is
spreading across the country. It is part of the
“Green (environment) Movement” that is rapidly tak-
ing hold all across America. We are asking you to
help Westminster Church to become part of the
Green Movement by helping to plant a PAR Garden
on the grounds of the church.

What is a PAR Garden? PAR stands for, “Plant A
Row (PAR) for the Poor.” Our vision and hope for
the congregation is that young and “more mature”
members alike, families and individuals, will line up
shoulder to shoulder to support the hungry in our
community by planting a row or two of fresh vegeta-
bles in a community garden of our own. We will in-
vite others from the community and service organi-
zations to join us in this special project. We believe
that both body and soul will be fed as we labor to-
gether to help our brothers and sisters in need. In
the process, we will also develop a deepening faith
and friendship between us.

How do we know that such a project can work? Ear-
lier this year, Julie Bair, Tamy Peyton and | visited
an AME Zion church in Freehold that planted a PAR
Garden last year. Although they started very late
and had few resources, the congregation was able
to raise 700 pounds of fresh vegetables for the poor!
The church donated its harvest to the Food Bank in
Freehold and it was such a wonderful experience
that they plan to expand the garden this year.

The Session feels that this is a ministry that the Lord
is calling us to do and that it will offer many positive
outcomes for our congregation. We have started
our planning for this Spring 2010 mission project by
consulting with Presbytery and applying for seed
money to cover start-up costs. Further, the Master
Gardeners of Monmouth County have offered to ad-
vise us on what to plant, when to plant, and how to
plant. The Session is meeting on May 3™ to con-
tinue to refine and customize the idea for our con-
gregation, but ultimately, the project will be overseen
by the Mission Committee who will open the oppor-
tunity to the congregation.

The year ahead is once again full of big ventures for
our congregation — the Westminster Preschool, the
Westminster PAR Garden, and exciting new innova-
tions to make our worship even more dynamic and
uplifting than it already is. We are moving into West-
minster’s next 50 years with faith as we follow the
Lord’s leading.

Peace be with you. Christ is risen! He is risen, in-
deed!

Pastor Joe

May 20 - May 26

The Rev. Alan Chaves will lead us in
worship on Sunday, May24.
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at Westminster Church
94 Tindall Road, Middletown

May 7, 2009
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

To sign up contact:
Bob Vogt, vO737@aol.com, 732.671.9330, or
Rick Holbert, rckbert@aol.com, 732.834.0891.
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By Sherrie Dunsmuir

| have been to the bottom of a dumpster twice in my
life. The first time was over thirty years ago, when |
was working for an industrial diamond company in
East Orange. An irreplaceable log book was miss-
ing, and was thought to have been accidentally
thrown in the trash. | was sent to the dumpster in the
alley to find it. The impression was given that sev-
eral jobs, including mine, depended on my success.

The second time was many years later, when my
daughter came home from school in tears because a
pressed penny, a gift from a friend, was lost. She
feared it had made its way into the trash. We went to
the school, and the diligent custodians had already
emptied all classroom and lunchroom trash into two
large dumpsters out back. (Which, for those of you
who are keeping track, makes three dumpsters |
have visited.) Let me tell you, you have not experi-
enced humility until you are hip deep in elementary
school lunchroom trash.

The log book was found. Jobs were saved. Work
resumed. And, although many interesting items were
located in the school dumpsters, the pressed penny
was not found. Shoes were ruined. Faces were sad.

My question to you is this: Which dumpster expe-
dition was more successful?  If you answered the
first one, you would be wrong. The search for the
penny was far more successful because it proved to
my daughter what | was willing to do for her. There
was no great value involved. My job as her mom
was not in jeopardy. Though disappointed, she
thanked me and said she couldn’t believe | would go
through all that for a penny. For her. Now she
knows.

As you consider participation on committees and in
organizations of the church, you may be unsure of
what you can contribute. Consider this: success is
not measured by the outcome of your involve-

ment, but rather, by your effort . This is what will

be remembered.

There will be a six-week Sunday School program
this summer from July 12 until August 16.

Kids, pre-kindergarten—grade 5, will meet in
Harlan Hall for a time of Bible stories and craft
projects.

We will need at least 2 adults to lead each of the
6 sessions. If you would like to help, please
contact:
Stacy McGann, mcgannfore@verizon.net _ or
Carol Neary, dcdmjake@aol.com
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It won’t be long now! In just a few short months,
Westminster Preschool will become a reality!

The Westminster Preschool Committee has been
hard at work making plans for the opening of the
school next fall.

This summer, the Christian Education wing will be
painted and carpeted in anticipation of the opening
of the school. Members will have the opportunity for
“hands on experience” as we make the building
ready for this new mission.

In May, we will compile a
Wish List of items that will
be needed for the school.
There will be a number of
ways in which to help, so
be sure to watch for the
brochure.

Please keep the school, the

staff and the children in
your prayers as we follow God’s vision for our
church.

hFy

May 14  Let us gather together at 5:00 to enjoy a
yummy dinner and then work together on
a special project for Mom!

May 28  Special guest,

Mike Ellithorpe
will help us each
make our own
pizzalll

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

ALL kids are invited to Youth
Club who are in kindergarten
through fifth grade !
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If you would like to go the Blue Claws baseball game
on June 20, please sign up on the poster at the
church or call Marilyn Buhl at 732.671.6293.

The cost is $10 per person and must be in Marilyn’s
hands by Sunday, May 3.

We will meet at the church parking lot and then car-
pool to the game in Lakewood.

It won't be the same
without YOU! Hope
you can join us at
the game!

Are you feeling like you might like to be a bit more
involved in the life of Westminster but you aren’t
sure if you have the time to serve on a committee?
Then why not consider becoming a worship assistant?

Do you love to read to your kids or grandkids?
Then why not consider becoming a worship assistant?

Do you enjoy participating in worship?
Then why not consider becoming a worship assistant?

As a worship assistant, you will read Scripture and
lead prayers, all of which are provided for you and
can be picked up at the church on Friday afternoon.

If you are interested in becoming a Worship Assis-
tant, please let Dee Carmichael know. Dee can be
reached by calling her at 201.562.3838 or emailing
her at deemariela@yahoo.com.

Linda & Roger Steen 05/13
Genny & Pete Rosenberg 05/17
Joe & Lori Hein 05/25
Sally & Terry Parsons 05/31
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BIG BROTHERS AND SISTERS
OF MONMOUTH OOUNTY

FUND RAISER

The session is pleased to an-
nounce that we have hired a new
Administrative Assistant, Karen
Ostarticki.

Karen will be working in the
church office, Monday—Friday,
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. She will
begin on Tuesday, May 5".

Please feel free to stop in to meet
and welcome Karen. We look
forward to her ministry with us!

Expect a furfilled evening of casino entertainment,
open bar, music, and dancing, auction items, prizes
and raffle drawings!

Tickets $75 at door
(each paid ticket receives $50 in chips!)

For further information, contact Big Brothers and
Sisters of Monmouth County at 732.544.2224.
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April Session Highlights E

At its April meeting the Session conducted the
following business:

Administration and Personnel Committee:
Introduced Karen Ostarticki as the candidate for
the Administrative Assistant’s job. The session
was happy to meet Karen and voted to hire her.
Karen will begin on May 5 and will be working
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Christian Education:
Confirmation Sunday will be held on May 31.
The Confirmation breakfast will be held before
worship at 9:15.
Children’s Day will be held on June 14.
There will be a 6-week summer Sunday School
from July 12—August 16, for children pre-
kindergarten through grade 5.

Mission/Outreach Committee:
The Blanket Offering will be promoted on May
3, 2009.

Property Committee:
The session approved the following projects as pro-
posed by the Committee:
Repair of the wall, windows and ceiling in
Harlan Hall.
Replace the toilets in the bathrooms in Harlan
Hall.

Add railings to the chancel area of the church.
Replace the exterior door located in the pastor’s
office.

Westminster Preschool Committee:

An updated brochure is being created.
A Wish List of items for the preschool will be
developed and distributed in May.

Roger Steen 05/02
Mildred Clark 05/09
Al Gambardella 05/10
Edith Winterfield 05/10
Jenna Lougee 05/11
Wes Sherman 05/13
Leah Price 05/17
Marilyn Vogt 05/17
Matthew Petry 05/17
John Pillarella 05/18
John F. Humcke 05/21
Alice Palumbo 05/22
Nancy Wiltbank 05/22
Rick Holbert 05/23
Violet Schafer 05/23
Bobby Adams 05/27
Beth Gough 05/31
Terry Parsons 05/31
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The Property Committee has moved to address four building pro-
jects in the coming months. The East wall of Harlan Hall (the
long wall where Pastor Durfee’s portrait hangs) suffered major
water damage as a result of a leak in the roof (the roof has since
been replaced) and will require extensive repair including new
sheet rock, window repair, and ceiling panel replacement. Ses-
sion approved the Property Committee’s recommendation to re-
pair the damage.

The toilets in the bathrooms in Harlan Hall are original fixtures
and are not in good working order. New toilets will be installed.

Also, a new railing will be installed along both sides of the Chan-
cel steps to assist those ascending to and descending from the
Chancel.

What's So Great About Christianity?

By Dinish D’'Souza

This is an exceptionally important book, and perhaps, the best defense of Christianity against modern
atheism in many, many years. Among other things, it proclaims the twilight of atheism and the global
triumph of Christianity. Further, the author takes up topics which include: the theological roots of sci-
ence; evolution and the argument for intelligent design; the Church’s case against Galileo; and many
other topics of contemporary interest. In my opinion (Joe Hein), Dinesh D’Souza’s book is the most
competent and convincing defense of Christianity in modern times. I'm sure that you will enjoy a discus-

sion of this book.

This new study will be led by Lenita Gullman and begin on Wednesday, May 13. Please join us!
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Choir:  wpcchoir@verizon.net

Deadline for

June Issue

May 20, 2009

Mission Statement

Westminster Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Christian
congregation guided by the Holy Spirit.

In partnership with God, we are engaged in the work of
transforming people in light of the good news of Jesus
Christ.

We exist to make disciples of Jesus by leading individuals
and families to come to know God, to develop a spiritual
life, and to find meaning and healing in a community of
acceptance

Monmouth Network meets at Christ Church on the 2™ & 4™
Saturdays of the month (except for holiday weekends). Our
mission is to provide support, education, and networking op-
portunities for those in any type of job search.

All are welcomel!

Topics of interest are presented by guest speakers. The
meeting concludes by addressing current individual needs
and questions of those attending.

The next meeting of the Monmouth Network is
Saturday, May 9, 2009
8:30 a.m. -- 10:30 a.m.

Christ Church
90 Kings Highway
Middletown, NJ, 07748
West Entrance.

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list, contact us at
monmouthnetwork@comcast.net




