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My Friends, 

 

Ii is almost Easter and the Resurrection of Jesus is 

coming more into focus.  Resurrection is more than 

life after death.  It is the life that bursts forth in Jesus’ 

passion, in his suffering and waiting.  The story of 

Jesus’ passion reveals that the resurrection is break-

ing through even in the midst of his suffering and 

waiting. 

 

A crowd led by Judas came to Gethsemane.  “Then 

Jesus … came forward and said to them, ‘Whom do 

you seek? ’  They answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth .’  

Jesus said to them, ‘I am He. ’  When he said to 

them ‘I am He,’ they drew back and fell to the 

ground.” 

The words, “Whom do you seek? ” … “I am He.”  

are words that go way back to Moses and the burn-

ing bush.  “I am the one.  I am who I am”  (Exodus 

3:1-6).  At Gethsemane, the power of God was pow-

erfully at work, and they fell flat on the ground!  Then 

Jesus was handed over. 

 

Suddenly we realize that the power of God, the di-

vinity of God, bursts through in Jesus’ passion, pre-

cisely when he is most victimized.  So new life be-

came visible not only in the resurrection on the third 

day, but already in his suffering and waiting, and in 

being handed over. 

 

The power of the resurrection can also fill our lives 

with life-giving hope and power on this side of 

heaven.  How?  In the unfolding drama of Jesus’ suf-

fering and waiting, we see that God’s love is su-

premely a waiting love, a love that does not seek 

control of the situation.  Jesus waits in hope for His 

Father to act in power and deliver him. 

 

Most of us are not good at waiting.  We want the fu-

ture to go in a very specific direction, to an end that 

we wish for and designate.  If it doesn’t happen in 

the way we wish, we are disappointed.  Christians, 

however, are filled with hope, not wishes.  Hope is 

trusting that something will be fulfilled, but fulfilled 

according to the promises of God.   
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Saturday, April 4, 2009 

9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

Come join us as we spruce up 

our property for Easter! 

Cookie Mailing April 5, 2009 
If you would like to participate in this 

event, please bring your cookies to 

church on April 5th.  We will collect 

them before the service. 
 

Not a baker?  You can help by bring-

ing in shoeboxes suitable to pack the 

cookies in for mailing. 

The resurrection of Jesus on the first Easter is God’s 

promise that deliverance and new life have already 

been prepared for us in the passion and resurrection 

of His Son.  Life now, such as it is, and the hereaf-

ter, is filled with God’s promise of life and deliver-

ance.  Even death is filled with God’s light and 

power, and is subject to God’s rule of life. 

 

Drink deeply of this sure hope Christian friends.  It is 

our sweet portion as God’s holy people, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Happy Easter 

 

Pastor Joe  

Easter Message from Pastor Joe 
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April 2 

Easter Egg Events 

Westminster Witness Page 4 

By Larry Buhl 

Linda Steen, who has been serving as our Church's 

Administrative Assistant, has announced her retire-

ment from the position effective April 3, 2009.  She 

has served the church faithfully for several years 

and while we will miss her in the office, we will enjoy 

seeing her each week in worship! 

 

We will begin the search for a new Administrative 

Assistant shortly.  To help speed the process, if any-

one in the Church knows of someone with good 

computer skills, proficient in Word and office skills, 

please notify either me at lmbuhl@verizon.net, the 

Pastor at pastorwpc@verizon.net, or John Pillarella 

at johnpill3@verizon.net.�

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 12, 2009 

Wear old clothes and come dye eggs!  Then join the 

fun as we hunt for Easter Eggs! 

 

April 16 

Outdoor Fun 
Join the fun!  Our special guest, Carol Kealy, has 

planned exciting outdoor activities for us.  Be sure to 

wear old clothes; there is mud in your future!  In 

case of rain, Mrs. Kealy has fun and surprises for us 

in Harlan Hall as well. 

 

April 26 

12:00—3:00 

Sheep Shearing 
We will have a  Special Trip to Holmdel Park to see 

sheep shearing.  Wagon rides, hiking and games 

are also planned.  Bring a bag lunch and wear ap-

propriate clothes and shoes. 
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Would you like to help decorate the church for 

Easter Sunday, provide an Easter lily for a shut-in, 

or remember a loved one?  You may do so by pur-

chasing Easter Lilies.  The plants are $10 each. 

 

Name:             
 

Number:            
 

Email:             

 

I would like to order ___ plant(s) in memory of: 
 

              
 

              
 

              

 

Attached is a check for $10 per plant (checks should 

be made payable to Westminster Presbyterian 

Church). 

 

� I would like to take the plant(s) home after 

the service. 

� I would like the plant(s) to given to a shut-in 

 

Please return this to Bob Cook, 48 Bayberry Lane, 

New Monmouth, NJ  07748 (or place it in the offer-

ing plate on Sunday morning). 

���������	
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By Sherrie Dunsmuir 

 
[Note from Sandy:  I was privileged to work with Sherrie 

Dunsmuir for many years.  Sherrie was the editor of the 

Presbytery’s newsletter, Monmouth Weavings, and my 

favorite part of doing the layout was receiving Sherrie’s 

articles.  I quickly became a huge fan!  Sherrie is an ex-

tremely talented woman who has generously shared her 

gifts with her church as well as the Presbytery for years.  

A few weeks ago, I asked Sherrie if she would be willing 

to do a column for Westminster Witness…and to my de-

light, she agreed!  I know you will come to enjoy her col-

umns as much as I have over the years.  I am always in-

spired by her keen insight, wisdom and humor!] 

 

My favorite moment of Sunday School teaching was, 

without question, during an eighth grade class where 

we were discussing famous people who had inspired 

us. Didn’t have to be biblical, just someone whose 

life had impacted ours. A girl in the class, known for 

being rather quiet, stated that the person who had 

inspired her most was Louis Armstrong. I was in-

trigued with learning why, when one of the boys in 

the class said out loud, “Who the heck is Louis Arm-

strong?” His buddy, sitting next to him, punched him 

in the arm and said, “Seriously? Dude, I can’t be-

lieve you don’t know who the first man on the moon 

was.” 

 

Sometimes our historical facts become jumbled and 

confused, even though we are absolutely sure of our 

accuracy. Take for example, the young lady in a fifth 

grade Sunday School class I taught years ago who 

raised her hand to proudly complete our list of the 

ten plagues of Egypt: “Butterflies and turtles”. 
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I recently had the privilege of attending a program 

where noted author and poet Maya Angelou was the 

guest speaker. During her talk, she mentioned how 

amused she is when people approach her and an-

nounce that they are Christian, as if to impress her. 

She shared with us that her response is usually 

something like, “Oh really? You made it all the way, 

did you? I’ve been working at it for eighty years, and 

I’m still learning. Well, good for you for finishing!” I 

began to think of myself as a Christian student, after 

that evening.  

 

We are approaching Holy Week and Easter Sunday, 

and as faithful attendees of church, we know all the 

facts. Well, we know most of the facts. Ok, we know 

the gist of the facts of Holy Week. Were we to be 

faced with a biblical scholar, however, I’m thinking 

we might be a little nervous. It isn’t fair to speak for 
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 you . . . I would be nervous. As well as I believe I 

know the details of the story of the final days of 

Christ, I would falter if faced with someone who ab-

solutely knew more.  

 

Being in the company of those who know more - 

your pastor or others - should be embraced as an 

opportunity to learn more; more of the story of Holy 

Week, in order to better ourselves, and improve our 

spiritual impact on others. Conversation with other 

Christian students is an ongoing learning experi-

ence. My advice is to attend worship as much as 

possible during Holy Week, in order to fully experi-

ence and appreciate the wonder and joy of Easter 

Sunday. It is a privilege that comes to those who 

continue to strive to be Christian. 

 

Through conversation, the eighth grade class 

learned about both Louis and Neil Armstrong. 

Through conversation, the fifth grade class learned 

that turtles did not fall from the skies of 

Egypt, and that the words “butterfly” and 

“plague” seldom, if ever, belong in the 

same sentence. 

 

Much was learned (and corrected), 

through those conversations, but I must 

admit that from time to time I like to pic-

ture Louis Armstrong standing on the 

surface of the moon, trumpet in hand, 

wiping the shield of his helmet with a 

cloth, looking out at planet earth and say-

ing, “What a wonderful world”. 
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PALM SUNDAY , April 5, 10:00 a.m. – 

The Sunday of the Passion begins Holy 

Week.  In our liturgy, we will re-create 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

with a grand procession with palms and 

song, a dramatic reading of the passion 

of Jesus Christ according to the apostle 

Matthew, and we will pray the Solemn 

Reproaches of the Cross.   

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 9, 7:30 

p.m. – With the arrival of Maundy Thurs-

day, the most intense meditation upon 

the mystery of redemption begins.  The 

services of Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-

day, and Holy Saturday form a very spe-

cial period of time known as the Holy 

Triduum, which is to be understood a 

unified action that celebrates the central 

event  of Christianity – the death and res-

urrection of Christ.  Because the three 

days are considered a single action, 

each service ends in silence and seam-

lessly opens into the next profound ac-

tion in the mystery of our redemption. 

 

The Maundy Thursday service emphasizes Jesus’ giving of 

the great commandment to his church - “love one another as 

I have loved you.”  We will commemorate the Lord’s giving of 

the new commandment to his disciples with a special sermon 

message and by celebrating Holy Communion among our 

church family.  This special service will close with the Strip-

ping of the Church – the candles are extinguished, all linens, 

paraments, and banners are removed from the worship 

space, symbolically suggesting that Christ, stripped of his 

power and glory, is now in the hands of his captors.  All de-

part in silence and the service continues on Good Friday. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10, 7:30 p.m. – All gather in silence.  

The service on Good Friday is an austere service of reflection 

and prayer, as well as of the adoration of Christ, the sacrificial 

Lamb.  Our Good Friday service centers on three points: a 

dramatic reading of the passion of Jesus from the apostle 

John; solemn responsive prayers for the whole family of God 

and the afflictions of the world; and the procession and ado-

ration of the Cross.  It is a powerful recalling of Christ’s victo-

rious death long ago into the present.  All depart in silence. 

 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER , April 11, 8:00 p.m. at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church - The Great Vigil of Easter is the 

brightest jewel of Christian liturgy traced to early Christian 

times.  It proclaims the universal significance of God’s saving 

of the great human family on earth.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 12, 10:00 a.m.  Easter Sunday 

through the Seventh Sunday of Easter is to be understood as 

the crown of the whole church year, the queen of feasts, and 

as such, it lasts not for a day, not for a week, but for seven 

weeks.  It is one extended celebration – 50 days of rejoicing.. 

And we will rejoice throughout Easter, beginning Easter Sun-

day with songs of triumph, boldly proclaiming Christ’s victory 

over death and evil, a stirring, hope-filled message, a joyous 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper, special prayers, and a pro-

cession of children behind a flower-adorned cross, proclaim-

ing Christ’s resurrection. 
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The Great Vigil of Easter is the brightest jewel of all 

the services in the Christian calendar year, and can 

be traced to early Christian times.  It proclaims the 

universal significance of God’s saving acts in history 

through a service of light, a service of readings, a 

service of baptism, and a service of Holy Commun-

ion.  The service begins in darkness and moves dra-

matically and powerfully toward the light of Christ’s 

resurrection on the first Easter.  We will celebrate 

this wonderful service at St. Mary’s where our 

friends have reserved a pew for us.  We will gather 

at Westminster at 7:20 p.m., and carpool together 

over to St. Mary’s for the 8:00 p.m. service.  We 

hope that many of you will take advantage of this 

wonderful opportunity to more fully celebrate the 

profound and mysterious event of our salvation dur-

ing Holy Week. 

Anthony Yahara� ����� �

Alison McLaughlin� 04/03�

Tom Somerville� 04/06�

Brian Wiltbank� 04/08�

Lorraine Chesek� 04/10�

Tom Da Foe� 04/15�

Jim Price� 04/16�

William Chesek� 04/17�

Destiny Sharack� 04/17�

Karen McCreadie� 04/19�

Christopher Gambardella� 04/28�

John Gambardella� 04/28�

Sue Smith� 04/28�

Tamy Peyton� 04/28�

Carol Neary� 04/29�

Clay Bair� 04/30�

Leah & Jim Price� 04/07�

Gwen & Mike Ellithorpe� 04/11�

Ann & Rick Holbert� 04/12�

Lorraine & Tom Chesek� 04/19�
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At its March meeting the Session conducted the following 

business: 

New Business: 

· Elected the following people as Trustees : 

President:  Larry Buhl 

Vice-President :  Stacy McGann 

Secretary: Pat Brown 

Treasurer:  John Pillarella 

· Elected the following people to serve on the Nomi-

nating Committee : 

Sue Adams, Tamy Peyton, from Session 

Genny Rosenberg, from Deacons 

Gwen Ellithorpe, Marge Kelly, Esther Timari, Bob 

Vogt, from the congregation 

 

Administration and Personnel Committee: 

· Linda Steen, the Administrative Assistant, submitted a 

letter announcing her retirement, effective, April 3, 

2009.  The Session appreciates her many years of 

service. 

· The Committee will begin a search for her replace-

ment immediately. 

 

Christian Education Committee: 

· Following worship on Palm Sunday, the Committee 

will host a breakfast for the congregation. The chil-

dren will also participate in an Easter Egg Hunt on 

April 5. 

· The following dates were announced: 

Youth Sunday  April 26 

Confirmation  May 31 

Children’s Day  June 14 

Rally Day   September 13 

· During July the Committee is designating the prepara-

tion of the Christian Education wing for the preschool 

as a local mission project. 

 

Finance Committee: 

· The Committee has applied for tax-exempt status with 

Verizon that will result in a 15% reduction in the bill. 

 

Membership Committee: 

· The Committee is planning a cookie mailing to West-

minster college students on April 5.  The congregation 

will be asked to participate by baking and bringing 

cookies, along with shoeboxes suitable for packing, to 

the church on Sunday, April 5.   

 

Mission/Outreach Committee: 

· The committee is preparing for the Annual Ham Din-

ner on April 25.  

· The Senior High group chose Project Nails  as their 

mission trip.  The trip will be held July 12 -17.   

 

Property Committee: 

· There will be a spring clean up at the church on Sat-

urday, April 4, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. 

 

Westminster Preschool Committee: 

· A system for reporting finances for the Westminster 

Preschool is being developed. 

· There will be Preschool Open House on April 4, 18, 

and 23. 

· In May there will be a campaign to raise donations 

for equipment for the preschool 

 

Worship Committee 

· The Committee has planned the following services for 

Holy Week:   

10:00 a.m. April 5, Palm Sunday Worship 

  7:30 p.m. April 9, Maundy Thursday Service 

  7:30 p.m.  April 10, Good Friday Service 

10:00 a.m. April 12, Easter Sunday Worship 
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Members and Friends Moving in Mission 

Did you know?  Pat Brown, Ernie Copeland, Linda 

Goltz, Sally Parson, Linda Theiroff, and Marilynn 

Vogt all volunteer on a regular basis at Calico Cat 

Thrift Shoppe.  Calico Cat sells new and gently used 

merchandise to raise funds for local, non-profit 

groups assisting the homeless and others in crisis, 

such as: 

Parker Family Health Center, Red Bank 

HABcore in Red Bank 

Manna House, Cliffwood Beach 

St. Mark’s Kitchen, Keansburg 

St. Ann’s Day Care Center, Keansburg. 

 

Adjacent to the Thrift Shoppe is the Calico Cat Cup-

board and Pantry.  The Cupboard offers clothing and 

household items, free of charge, to individuals and 

families referred by agencies, shelter programs and 

area churches. 

 

The Calico Cat Pantry provides emergency food, 

personal care, paper and cleaning products, by re-

ferral and without charge to those in need. 

 

Also located in the building is the Emergency Assis-

tance Fund.  This fund generally offers one-time as-

sistance to help prevent homelessness and to allevi-

ate some of the crises related to low-income and 

poverty challenges. 

 

The Community Outreach Group (COG) sponsors 

the Calico Cat Thrift Shoppe, The Calico Cat Cup-

board & Pantry, and the Emergency Assistance 

Fund. 

 

Member churches of COG from Middletown are: 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Middletown United Methodist Church 

Old First Church 

The Reformed Church 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Churches from Holmdel are: 

Holmdel Community United Church of Christ 

St. Catherine’s Roman Catholic Church 

The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd  

 

Churches from Lincroft are: 

Lincroft Presbyterian Church 

St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church. 
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Westminster Church Blood Drive 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 

To sign up contact: 

Bob Vogt, 732.671.9330 or Rick Holbert, 732.834.0891 

Please note that the date of our blood drive has been changed to Thursday, May 7, at the request of Central 

Jersey Blood Center.  We hope that this new date will be more convenient for those interested in donating 

blood.  

 

Two individuals are scheduled for each 15 minute time slot.  We have plenty of slots, so why not invite a 

friend or family member to join you in donating?  This drive can be a great way to reach out to members of 

our local community and introduce them to our church.   

 

In order to give blood, you must be at least 17 years old, weigh at least 120 pounds, and have never had 

hepatitis. There is no upper age limit.  Medications frequently taken by healthy individuals, such as aspirin, 

diet pills, birth control pills, blood pressure medication and cholesterol medication, are not a reason for defer-

ral. The use of other medications will be evaluated by a nurse.  A signature ID must be presented to donate.�
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Please note that Wednesday Night Live  

will NOT meet during Holy Week  

but will resume on April 15! 
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94 Tindall Road 
Middletown, New Jersey 07748 
 
Phone: 732.671.2585 
Fax: 732.671.2588 
 
Website: www.wpcmiddletown.org 
 
E-mail: 
Church: wpcmiddletown@verizon.net 
Pastor: pastorwpc@verizon.net 
Choir: wpcchoir@verizon.net  
 
�

Mission Statement 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church is a vibrant Christian 

congregation guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In partnership with God, we are engaged in the work of 

transforming people in light of the good news of Jesus 

Christ.    

 

We exist to make disciples of Jesus by leading individuals 

and families to come to know God, to develop a spiritual 

life, and to find meaning and healing in a community of 

acceptance 

Deadline for  

May Issue  

April 24, 2009  
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Reminder:  Ace of Cakes show featuring 

Chuck Boyce’s Penguins Cake, will be 

aired on Thursday, April 23, 10:00 p.m., on 

the Food Network. 

Monmouth Network meets at Christ Church on the 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays of the month (except for holiday weekends).  Our 

mission is to provide support, education, and networking op-

portunities for those in any type of job search. 

All are welcome! 

 

Topics of interest are presented by guest speakers. The 

meeting concludes by addressing current individual needs 

and questions of those attending. 

 

The next meeting of the Monmouth Network is 

Saturday, April 25, 2009 

8:30 a.m. -- 10:30 a.m. 

 

Christ Church 

90 Kings Highway 

Middletown, NJ, 07748 

West Entrance. 

 

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list, contact us at 

monmouthnetwork@comcast.net 
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